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Delphi United Methodist Church                                                     
March 2023 

 

We’re doing an All-Church   
Lenten Grow Group study!   

 

Look inside for the study                    
synopsis and facilitators. There will 
be four classes offered—plenty of 

space for you to join in.  
 

How will you Grow this season? 

The Ark Encounter 
(Summer of 2023) 

 

We are considering a day trip this summer (July?) to experience 
the Bible history at the LIFE-SIZE Noah’s Ark! Meet Noah, his    
family, and the animals on the Ark. The family-friendly Ark          

Encounter theme park in Williamstown, KY also features a zoo,   
zip lines, and timber-frame restaurant.  

Indicate your preference for a           
weekday or weekend date on the   
sign up sheet, located on the table    

by the office.  

For questions, please contact Darol 
Packard at 765/427-8581 or Don Brothers at 765/404-1158.   

 

Don’t forget to Spring forward 

Sunday, March 12th. Spring is 

right around the corner! 



Letters Home 
 
Hi Mom and Dad 
 
March is here, and we are journeying toward  
Easter in the season of Lent.  The Lenten Season is 
a time of contemplation and confession.  We are 
looking at the story of the temptations that Jesus 
faced in the wilderness.  This part of scripture is 
important because we all face wilderness moments.  We face a                     
wilderness moment today and also one of much promise.   
 
We face moments of uncertainty in our world and our own community.  
In the midst of the uncertainty, we can turn towards Jesus and look to 
see what Jesus did do when he was facing the wilderness.  He turned to 
scripture and a relationship with his Father in heaven.  That is our focus 
this month leading into Easter. 
 
We also have beautiful events for young ladies in March, including the 
father-daughter dance and the Therefore event.  Both are ways we are 
building into young ladies this month.  
 
I pray that we focus on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

Peace 
Pastor Todd 

Chosen Generation There(4) Gathering 
Friday, March 17th 7PM—10PM 

Saturday, March 18th 8:30AM — 4PM 
 

Previously recorded conference for girls 9th grade and up and any    
woman wanting to understand more about culture for today’s teen girls.  

 

Cost is $25 per person and includes lunch on Saturday. Registration 
forms are available at the back of the Worship Center by the bulletins. 

 

Registration and money is due by Sunday, March 12th.  
 

Questions? Contact Rhonda Ladd at 812/727-6574.  
 

www.there4gathering.com 

Have you ever sat in an old church and just soaked 
in the smell of the place? The countless years of 
worship, the knowledge learned and events             
celebrated are what give life to these buildings.  
 
Recently someone posted a picture of the church I 
grew up in and the memories flooded in. I was 
baptized there on Christmas Eve, 1955 (at 6 
months old, I’m sketchy on the details). I sang in the children’s, then 
adult choirs, alongside Jana Lupton (you may remember her as Jana 
Schwartz). Six of us girls sang in a group that went to nursing homes, 
sang at church events and ladies’ teas. I belonged to Young Life as a 
teen. I was married there and later, had my children baptized there. I 
attended many weddings and funerals, always having a favorite pew 
to sit in. I taught Sunday School for 2nd and 3rd graders, helped teach 
VBS and was totally immersed in the life of the church. My memories 
are rich within those walls and I am blessed for them. This is not a brag 
list, rather a lifetime of history within the 4 walls of my church. 
 
I know those of you that came from the old church share memories 
like this. You invested years in building the foundation of ministries 
and saw the growth through the successive generations. I remember 
sitting in one of the pews for the first time and hearing that creak that 
they always made, smelling the years of being cleaned and cared for, 
and wondering who had sat in those same pews in the years prior.  
 
The years of fellowship, wherever we are, make us better together. 
We become what Jesus hoped for—a family of brothers and sisters in 
Him. We have to have that commitment to each other, to others who 
do not yet know Jesus, and even to those who would try to oppress 
and hate us, if we are to do as Jesus commanded. 
 
Jesus want us to be 100% in relationship with Him, but He knows our 
human weakness. In spite of our constant failings, He wants us all-in, 
so at the end of our life, that is so precious, we will hear those simple 
words—“well done, good and faithful servant.” 
 
                 Ruth Miller 
 
 

Just a 

thought 



The Father/Daughter  
Dance is just around the 
corner and we still need a 
little more assistance! This 
would be a great way for 
you to help with Children’s 
Outreach and use your gifts 
to serve. Below are some 
areas in which more help is 
needed. 

1. After church set-up (tables & chairs):                                                

______ Sunday, March 5th 

2. Set-up and decorating @ 5:30pm each night:                                                          

______ Mon., March 6th     ______ Tues., March 7th                                                                                                                           

______ Wed., March 8th    ______Thurs. March 9th     

3. Men servers:  5:00pm -- 8:30pm                                                                       

______ Saturday, March 11th  

4. Clean up and tear down:  8:30pm                                                            

______ Saturday, March 11th  

If there is an area you can help with, please fill 
out this form and give directly to Nina German. 
You may also contact Nina at 765/427-6933 or 

ngerman@delphiumc.org 

Name:  _____________________________ 

Phone #:  ______________________ 

E-mail:  ______________________ 

Resources to read if you want to go deeper will be available 
in the Seeking Space for Checkout. 

 

Preston Sprinkle:  People to be loved.  This book is helpful on how we 
love one another today.  Simply saying that the Bible condemns              

homosexuality is not accurate, nor is it enough to end the debate.  
Those holding a traditional view still struggle to reconcile the Bible’s                       

prohibition of same-sex attraction with the message of radical,                 
unconditional grace. This book meets that need.                          

 
David Bennett A War of Loves:  A War of Loves investigates what the 

Bible teaches about sexuality and demonstrates the profligate,                 
unqualified grace of God for all people. David describes the joy and    
intimacy he found in following Jesus and how love has taken on a       

radically new and far richer meaning for him. 
 

Steve Harper Holy Love:  In Holy Love, Steve Harper strives to articulate 
the truth about the teachings of the Bible and Wesleyan tradition on 
human sexuality. The book will help makes the constructive case that 
biblical, Christian teaching is compatible with faithful, covenantal love 

and intimacy amidst all sexual orientations. 
 

Eric Huffman Scripture and the skeptic:  Eric Huffman recounts his   sto-
ry of moving from a bible believing evangelical to progressive and back 

again.  As a former United Methodist pastor, he recounts his story 
around his faith in the word of God and the growth in understanding.  

The Bible is the best-selling, most widely read, and most quoted book in 
history. It is also misunderstood, misquoted, and fiercely debated. If, as 

Christians believe, the Bible is the Word  of God, why is it so complex 
and difficult to interpret in parts, yet simple enough for even children to 

understand in others? 

What Is Next?                                                                                            
Our leadership has discerned, given the straw poll on February 19, that 

it is a strong enough vote to continue the process of disaffiliation.   

We will host another town hall on March 19 at 4PM, featuring our    
Conference Superintendent, Lore Blinn Gibson, and Reverend Dr. Kim 
Reissman, who serves as the director of the World Methodist Council 

on Evangelism and has served as a General Conference delegate.   



Congregational Care Ministry:                                                            
Caring for mind, body and spirit of all 

Deb Mears, Parish Nurse 

 
Keith Black will be teaching a FREE Cardio Pulmonary      
Resuscitation (CPR) class March 18th, 9:00-11:30 AM. 
Have you ever participated in a CPR class?  Do you know 
where the Automatic External Defibrillators (AEDs) are 
located in our church?    

In one year alone 436,000 Americans die from cardiac 
arrest.  More than 350,000 of these occur outside of the 
hospital.  According to the American Heart Association, 
CPR can double or triple chances of survival after           
cardiac arrest. Unfortunately, only 40.2% of those out 

of hospital cardiac arrest received bystander CPR. 
What is holding you back from becoming CPR certified?  These are the 
top five barriers a study of 677 people indicated: 

Concern about causing additional injury to a victim of cardiac arrest. 
Lack of confidence and being scared, worried or embarrassed about 

doing something wrong. 
Fear of exposing a patient or being perceived as touching a patient 

inappropriately. 
Fear of lawsuit.  Even though people are aware of the Good               

Samaritans Law, many are not sure what this covers. 
Fear of body fluids, contamination and disease. 

These are valid concerns. Yet, these may lose their significance when 
you consider there is a 70% chance that you will know the person that 
needs your assistance. 
CPR, plus the use of an AED within 3-5 minutes of a collapse can        
produce survival rates as high as 49-75% higher than without.  During 
the CPR class, Keith will instruct on the use of an AED.   
We hope you will consider investing your time in this most important 
course.  Contact the church office or Deb Mears to sign up. 
 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.  Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but 

each of you to the interests of the others.”  Philippians 2:3-4   

In March, we’ll explore passages from 
Psalms and the Gospels as we challenge 

ourselves to focus on practicing four  
spiritual disciplines that can help us grow. 
Together, we’ll try focusing on what God 

has said, on giving something up, on  
talking to God, and on rest.  

 Meets Sundays, March 5th, 12th, and 19th. 
March 26th (Spring Break) No meeting. 

No Talent Show Night 
 Sunday, March 12th 

5:00 to 7:00pm at Teen Center 
This is part of our normal meeting night! 
Teams will work together to come up with   
talents based on the categories.  Prize for          
  winning team! 

Roller Skate Night at Logansport 
 Tuesday, March 14th, 5pm to 8pm 

Sign up with Micah by Sunday, March 12th.  
Cost is $7 each.  Meet at 5pm and travel to  
Logansport Skate World for Christian music 

night.  Skate from 5:30 to 7:30pm, then travel 
back to Delphi.   

IWU Fusion Conference 
 Friday, March 31st, 5:30pm to                 

Saturday, April 1st, 8pm 
This conference is geared toward High School, 
but 8th grade would be invited as well.  Cost is 

$55.  If enough interest, Micah will help                 
register group and send group with a                    

chaperone.  Cost includes 4 meals and overnight. 
Students could register with a parent/adult for Concert only for $20. 



What’s Happening in  
Children’s  Ministry? 

Our series  for March is called Changing Gears.  
 

Clank! Beep! Clunk! Kids love robots, especially ones that can transform 
into something new or have really cool abilities. In this four-week series 
from Jesus’ ministry on earth, we’ll introduce kids to a different story 
each week that shows us how God’s truths never change, but Jesus 
changes everything — including us! We’ll see that we change when we 
know who God is, our past doesn’t change God’s love for us, and that 
Jesus changes how we see things because Jesus can change anything. 

 

 

Don’t forget to pick 
up your Lenten 

Countdown                 
Calendar!   

Lent 2023:                        
Feb 22-April 8 

 
 
 

Prayer Ministry 
Debbie Hyman,                                                                                    

Director of Prayer Ministry  

ENCOURAGEMENT 
 

Our words have great power, even powerful 
enough to give life for years to come. One of 
my favorite verses is this, “Therefore encourage 

one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” I 
Thessalonians 5:11. 
 

As I have had a lot of down time during this past month, I have been 
richly encouraged by my family, friends, and church family. I have had 
time to reflect about the goodness of God through these people. I have 
memories of times in college, young adulthood, a newlywed, a teacher, 
a mother, and a Mamaw when specific words have encouraged me and 
stayed with me to this day. People at that time had no idea that they 
spoke or wrote words that brought life. Words that I can still treasure 
daily. 
 

Each one of us can express encouragement in our own unique ways. We 
have no idea how a compliment, advice, or an act of kindness can uplift 
and give hope to another person. When I cross paths with someone and 
THINK ‘her hair sure looks nice’ or ‘he did a great job of playing’ or ‘she 
makes a beautiful pie,’ I realize that I need to take the time to VOICE 
what I THINK. I can encourage others by giving of my time. Phone calls, 
cards, texts, and letters are all meaningful. I especially can encourage 
others through prayer and words of life coming through God’s Word. 
“Do not merely listen to the Word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what 
it says.” James 1:22. 
 

We all need encouragement from others, and we need to be an           
encourager. Hebrews 3:13 says these beautiful and true words, “But   
encourage one another daily, as long as it is called today, so that none 
of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.” Notice that the        
scripture says DAILY.  
 

My words and your words carry power, hope, and they give                              
life for years to come. 



Blood Pressure Checks 
WHEN:  Sunday, March 5TH 10—10:30a.m. 

WHERE:  In the Church office area. 

WHY: March into your Doctor’s with those numbers!  

Mobile Food Pantry   
 Wednesday, March 1st at 10:00AM           

 

We are fortunate that our parking lot is          
conducive to providing these Mobile Food     

Pantries and we want to thank the Delphi Food 
Pantry for supplying volunteers.  

 

As always, this drive-through event is open to anyone who may            
be in need of food.  

 
 

You are free to access as many Mobile Food Pantries as you need    
without penalizing your going to the local Food Pantry.  

 

MARCH Food Pantry Item:  
Liquid Dish Soap 

 

Hunger knows no season.  
Your continuing and generous donations ensure that there will be 

enough food and household items for the       
families in our community.  

 

Donations may be placed in the Food Pantry   
cabinet to the left of the church office doors.                                                                              

All donations stay right here in Delphi.  

Mission Team March Bake Sale 
March 5th 

Money made from the bake sale will fund building 
beds for kids and families, Buddy Bags, and student 

Mission trips. Mark your calendars and make sure to bring CASH to           
purchase goodies and support the Mission Team! D

Lenten Grow Groups 
March 5—April 2 (5 weeks) 

 

This Lenten season, we are 
offering another All-Church 

Grow Group study! 
 

These Grow Groups will meet on  
Sunday mornings during each       

worship service and will be studying 
“The Case for Easter” by Lee Strobel.                    

All are welcome and childcare is provided. 
 

In this 4 session video Bible study, Lee reveals what he discovered as he 
went piece-by-piece through the evidence of the empty tomb. The Case 

for Easter will invite you to look beyond the familiar traditions of the 
seasons, challenge you to examine the evidence for yourself, and          

consider why Easter is so important to your faith.  
 

Haven’t signed up already? That’s ok, jump into a class! 

 

A limited number of Study Guides are available in the Rotunda for          
a donation. You may also purchase your own online (Amazon,          

Christianbook, Ebay, Cokesbury, etc.) 
 

Sunday mornings: 
9:00am — Led by Zach and Bethany Owen 
9:00am — Led by Micah Hudson and Jen Hylton 
10:30am — Led by Sharon Brothers and Glenda LePage 
10:30am — Led by Jason and Michelle Pearson 

Easter Lilies 
Once again, lilies will adorn our church for Easter. 

They will be available for purchase from              
Sunday, March 12th—Sunday, March 26th.   

Each lily is $10.00.  
Envelopes will be in baskets at the back of the Worship Center.                                

Put your name and how many Lilies you would like to order                              
in the basket provided. You may take your Lily home after Easter             

morning worship service. 


