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Delphi United Methodist Church                                                     
February 2023 

 

We’re doing an All-Church   
Lenten Grow Group study!   

 

Look inside for the study                    
synopsis, facilitators, class                 

times offered, and information on 
how to sign up!  

 

How will you Grow this season? 

 

 

 

Enchanted Evening! 
 

Father/Daughter Dance 
For girls ages 3 — 18 

Saturday, March 11, 2023 
5:00pm to 8:30pm 

 

 Tickets go on sale Sunday,       
February 5th                                     
at 10:00am 

All tickets are $12 
 

 

 



Letters Home 
 

Dear Mom and Dad, 
 
God loves us so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, 
to make a way and defeat sin and death.  In the 
church, we talk about that truth a great deal.  
However, what about the implications?  What 
would be the outcome if God loved us so much to 
defeat sin and death?  Then God cares enough about our lives to heal 
our hearts and minds.  As we have embarked on this journey, we are 
learning that God cares about our minds, and we can release any stigma 
related to our mental health challenges.  I still like what Dr. Amen writes 
about when he calls us to foster brain health.   
 
Much of what we do with our spiritual life impacts our emotional            

well-being.  That is how I like to talk about our Brain Health in a manner 

of speaking as our emotional well-being.  This month, we will continue 

exploring how we grow in the joy of Jesus and bring about health to our 

whole selves.  God loves us and sent His Son, Jesus, so that we can be    

joy-filled and connected to God’s wholeness, so that we are whole and 

complete.  When this happens, we can bring love and joy to others.  I 

am so happy we can dive deep into these spiritual truths.  I hope you 

will dive deep with us. 

Peace 
Pastor Todd 

 
 

 

1. Cutting, folding, and assembling table decor: 

 

 

 

2. After church set

3. Set

4. Men servers:  5:00pm 

5. Clean up and tear down:  8:30pm                                                            

offering plate, give directly to Nina German, or 

Wednesday, February 22nd  
6PM. 

Each year through elementary school, I would go 
to the store with my Mom and I would pick out 
the coolest Valentines. Sometimes it was hard to 
choose the perfect one, but in the end, the           
selection was made and home we went. Once 
home, I sat at the kitchen table and carefully     
addressed the envelopes to each classmate. I had 
to be careful, because there were no extra          
envelopes. Then I printed or signed my name on each valentine. Each 
package had an assortment, so choosing the right valentine for the 
right person was very important (for a kid.) The rule from the teacher 
was simple—each child got a valentine, even the boys with “cooties.”  
 
The day of our party, we would go around the room and put our      
valentines in each person’s carefully crafted valentine holder made in 
art class. Some were works of art, others were just a mess, but it      
didn’t matter, they would hold treasures from your classmates. We 
had to sit and look at those holders alllllll day until our party in the 
afternoon. Then, as our Moms were serving cupcakes, cookies and 
punch, we got to open each valentine. It was a magical memory, still 
treasured nearly 60 years later, because there was such thought into 
each valentine given.   
 
How do you show love to those in your life? I’m not as good as I once 
was, sending cards to everyone, but I do try to call or text each person 
I hold dear and tell them I love them often. Family and friends alike, all 
know how much they mean to me. I end every conversation with my 
children with an “I love you.”  
 
Why do we only stress Valentine’s Day as THE day to express how we 
feel? What if God only told us one day a year that He loves us? What if 
He only showered us with blessings one day a year? Thankfully our 
God is a loving Father and showers us with His love and blessings each 
day. He continually tells and show us how He loves us. He gives us the 
gift of His perfect love. There is nothing that can compare to that!  
 
Just like those valentines made when I was a child, we anxiously await 
and celebrate the joy of giving and receiving love. Don’t wait for that  
special occasion to tell those you love how you feel. God doesn’t wait. 
              
                  Ruth Miller 

Just a 

thought 



The Ark Encounter 
(Summer of 2023) 

 

Have you ever wondered…  How big was Noah’s Ark?  How did Noah fit 
all the animals?  How did Noah feed and care for all the animals?  How 
did Noah build the Ark? 

Join us to find out!  We are considering a day trip this summer (July?) to 
experience the Bible history at the LIFE-SIZE Noah’s Ark! Meet Noah, his 
family, and the animals on the Ark. The 
family-friendly Ark Encounter theme park 
in Williamstown, KY also features a zoo, 
zip lines, and timber-frame restaurant.  

At this time, we are looking to see how 
many are interested in order for us to 
pursue a group rate, which would allow us to purchase discounted    
tickets.  If you and your family are interested in going, please contact 
Darol Packard at 765/427-8581 or Don Brothers at 765/404-1158.    

Once we see how much interest there is, a sign up list will be created 
and more logistical information will be shared.   

Mission Team March Bake Sale 
We are looking for people to volunteer to make 

items for our March 5th Missions Bake sale! There 

will be a sign-up sheet available starting February 

12th in the Rotunda. Money made from the bake sale will fund building 

beds for kids and families, Buddy Bags, and student Mission trips.     

Mark your calendars and make sure to bring CASH on Sunday, March 5th 

to purchase goodies and support the Mission Team! 

Year End Giving  
 

By now, you should have received your 
2022 annual giving statement in the 
mail. Any questions or discrepancies 

should be addressed with our financial 
secretary, Kathy Justice. Her email is 

kjustice@delphiumc.org.  

We are in need of             
some assistance with the    
Father/Daughter Dance. 
This would be a great way 
for you to help with        
Children’s Outreach and 
use your gifts to serve.      
Below are some areas in 
which more help is needed. 

1. Cutting, folding, and assembling table decor:  

 ______ Monday, February 13th 6pm—8pm 

 ______ Tuesday, February 28th 6pm—8pm 

 ______ Wednesday, March 1st 6pm—8pm 

2. After church set-up (tables & chairs):                                                

______ Sunday, March 5th 

3. Set-up and decorating @ 5:30pm each night:                                                          

______ Mon., March 6th     ______ Tues., March 7th                                                                                                                           

______ Wed., March 8th    ______Thurs. March 9th     

4. Men servers:  5:00pm -- 8:30pm                                                                       

______ Saturday, March 11th  

5. Clean up and tear down:  8:30pm                                                            

______ Saturday, March 11th  

If there is an area you feel you can help with, 
please fill out this form and place it in the     

offering plate, give directly to Nina German, or 
place at the Dance station in the Rotunda. 

Name:  _____________________________ 

Phone #:  ______________________ 

E-mail:  ______________________ 



Congregational Care Ministry:                                                            
Caring for mind, body and spirit of all 

Deb Mears, Parish Nurse 

Mental Health Awareness 
 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 
have life and have it abundantly.”  John 10:10 ESV 

 

The suicide rate, according to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), is 
the highest it has been since the Great Depression.  I attended the New 
Room conference and heard Matthew Sleeth, MD, speak on his research 
for his book Hope Always:  How to be a force for life in a culture of      
suicide.  Mathew Sleeth was an emergency room doctor and chief of the 
hospital medical staff where he worked.  He quit his work as a physician 
to teach, preach, and write about faith and health.  I loved that he    
stated before he writes a book, he reads the   entire Bible.  When         
researching scripture for Hope Always, he referred to the importance of 
this by stating the word suicide is not in a concordance, yet many     
scriptures apply to despair and how Christians are to respond. 
 

In his presentations on suicide Matthew Sleeth speaks to the CDC’s 
statement above:  Today’s world is different than that of the 1920’s.  
We have emergency rooms.  We have a much better knowledge of    
poisons and poison control.  We have emergency medications such as 
NARCAN, for drug overdoses.  Technology has advanced.  He states with 
the life-saving techniques of today the greatest percentage of suicide 
patients are surviving. In addition, the reasons for death are                  
investigated more than in the past.  What does this mean?  We could be 
experiencing a higher suicide attempt rate than ever in our history. 
 

As Pastor Todd continues his sermon series on emotional health, we will 
be giving each family in the church a packet of resources for help and 
education about mental health.  Please thoroughly review the handouts 
in the packet.  Among other things, it will contain educational               
information on what to say to someone who is expressing hopelessness 
and steps to help prevent suicide.  Our prayer is that you will be able to 
find help if needed or learn how to help someone in need.  
 

“Above all else, love each other deeply,” 1 Peter 4:8 NIV 
“Be devoted to one another in love.  Honor one another above yourselves.”   

Romans 12:10 NIV 

 Meets Sundays February 5th, 12th, and 19th. 
 

Big Worship & Big Game Night! 
 Sunday, February 12th 

5pm to 6pm Big Worship Service for all 
teens and anyone in the church!  We will 
meet at the main church and a worship 

band from IWU will lead. 
6:30pm to 9:30pm Big Game (Super Bowl) Party for all 6th to 
12th grade students.  Games.  Food.  Commercials.  Some stay 

until halftime and some stay for the whole game. 
 

Winter Retreat 
 Saturday, February 25th, 1pm meet  

until Sunday, February 26th, 6pm return 
All 6th to 12th grade students are invited.  
Cost $70 per student (4 meals included). 

Special speaker is Ryan Giesi. 
  Special Worship Leader is Bray McClain. 

Games: Dodgeball, 9-Square, Basketball, etc. 
If snow/cold, broomball and sledding.  Sign up ASAP! 

 Scholarships available just by asking Micah. 

 In February, we’ll compare Jesus’ words in the 
Gospels with the words of the Old Testament 
prophets to see how God’s words have always 
challenged our understanding of what’s wrong 
or right, good or bad, and just or unjust.  We’ll 

talk about how God flips our assumptions 
about who and what God values.  



What’s Happening in  
Children’s  Ministry? 

Our series  for February is called How To.  
 

The internet helps us learn how to do so many things! From new skate 
tricks and viral recipes to helpful hacks, there’s a “how-to” for almost 

everything. But is there a tutorial video for how to follow God? This four
-week series is kind of like that — thanks to some tutorials from Jesus! 
Each week, we’ll focus on one of Jesus’ teachings from the Sermon on 
the Mount as we learn "how to" make a difference, love our enemies, 

share with others, and pray. 

 

Please welcome Kaley Sherman as our new  
Nursery Assistant!   

 
We’re so excited to have Kaley       

Sherman as our new Nursery Assistant.  
She is married to Chad and they have 4 

children; Ellie, Oliver, Benjamin, and 
Chandler.  Kaley grew up at DUMC and 
is excited to learn and play with your 

little ones.   
 
 
 

Prayer Ministry 
Debbie Hyman,                                                                                    

Director of Prayer Ministry  

                     LOVE 
 
In a month where love is intentionally  
celebrated, my thoughts turn to Scripture 
and what it has to say about love and the 
heart. 
 

Ephesians 4:2 says, “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient,  
bearing with one another in love.” In bearing with one another, it’s   
difficult to really understand another person, whether it is a neighbor or 
a family member. But our love for God can empower us to love others. 
Loving others takes time and effort, so we look for ways to be other  
centered and to do what’s best for them. That is love. In fact,  Jesus said 
“My command is this:  Love each other as I have loved you.” John 15:12 
 
How do I know if I love well? Do I tend and nurture relationships? In my 
relationship with Jesus, I want to know Him through Bible reading and 
prayer. Do I make time, and do I show effort? Believers must choose to 
pursue God and, as a result, Jesus brings joy into a believer’s life when 
we spend time with Him motivated by love. Do I nurture Godly             
relationships with my neighbor and family members? Do I look for ways 
to serve them, listen, and show the love of Jesus? 
  
“Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your 
necks, write them on the tablet of your heart. Then you will win favor 
and a good name in the sight of God 
and man.” Proverbs 3:3-4 
 
In this month, search your heart. Do 
you love like Jesus loves? Are you 
humble and gentle, and patient. Are 
you known for your love? 

      



Grief Care Classes 
Tuesdays evenings  

6:00 PM   
February 21st through March 28th  

 

Have you suffered the loss of a loved one recently? Is there a loss from 
your past that you have never resolved?  

 

Please join us for Grief Care Fellowship’s “Hope beyond Tomorrow” 
course. This is a 6-week program, completely free of charge, and         

designed to help you with tools to walk through your journey of grief.  
 

For more information or to sign up for this class, please contact Deb 
Mears @ 765/490-6817 or call the church office at 765/564-3791. 

Lenten Grow Groups 
March 5—April 2 (5 weeks) 

 

This Lenten season, we are 
offering another All-Church 

Grow Group study! 
 

These Grow Groups will meet on Sunday mornings during each worship 
service and will be studying “The Case for Easter” by Lee Strobel.                    

All are welcome and childcare is provided. 
 

In this 4 session video Bible study, Lee reveals what he discovered as he 
went piece-by-piece through the evidence of the empty tomb. The Case 

for Easter will invite you to look beyond the familiar traditions of the 
seasons, challenge you to examine the evidence for yourself, and          

consider why Easter is so important to your faith.  
 

Sign-ups begin Sunday, February 12th.
 

 

A limited number of Study Guides will be available in the Rotunda for    
a donation. You may also purchase your own online (Amazon,          

Christianbook, Ebay, Cokesbury, etc.) 
 

Sunday mornings: 
9:00am — Led by Zach and Bethany Owen 
10:30am — Led by Sharon Brothers and Glenda LePage 
10:30am — Led by Jason and Michelle Pearson 

Blood Pressure Checks 
WHEN:  Sunday, February 5TH 10—10:30a.m. 

WHERE:  In the Church office area. 

WHY: Start the new year off right with your health!  

Mobile Food Pantry   
 Wednesday, February 1st at 10:00AM              

here in our church parking lot 
 

This drive-through event is open to anyone            
who may be in need of food.  

 

You are free to access as many Mobile Food Pantries as you need    
without penalizing your going to the local Food Pantry.  

 

  Food Finders is asking that people do not arrive more than                  
30 minutes prior to the start time.  

D

   FEBRUARY Food Pantry Item:  
Canned meat 

Hunger knows no season. Your continuing 
and generous donations ensure that there will be enough 
food for the families in our community. Donations may be 

placed in the cabinet to the left of the church office doors.                               
All donations stay right here in Delphi.  

Disaffiliation Discernment progress— 
 
Your Administrative Council met to officially 
enter the process as prescribed by the            
Indiana Conference. The next town hall 
meeting and straw vote will be Sunday, February 19th at 4:00 PM.  

Join us Sunday, February 12th when we will host the 
praise team from Indiana Wesleyan University.  They will 
lead worship during both services.  


