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Delphi United Methodist Church                                                     
December 2022 

Delphi UMC Christmas Cantata 

Sunday, December 18
th
 

9:00AM and 10:30AM 
 

What a wonderful way to praise our new born KING!  



Letters to Home 
 
 

Dear Mom and Dad, 
 
 
Preparing our hearts: 
Time matters a great deal.  Daily we pace our lives 
with the limited resource we all possess in the 
available time.  Given the season of our lives, we may find days lingering 
slowly or passing in a flash, with too many events on our schedule for 
family, work, or enjoyment.   When we live our faith in a community of 
believers, we use time and value time differently. 
 

This season leading to Christmas is known as Advent, a season of                
preparation and the start of a new year in which we prepare for the  
arrival of our savior.  In advent, we look to Jesus as the fulfillment of the 
promise made by God to restore creation and reconnect human                 
creation to God.  Jesus then reorients our values, our time, and our  
connections. 
 
 
We process time differently so that we can order our yearly, our weekly, 
and our daily lives.  Setting aside the Sabbath as a day to be loved by 
God is a beautiful reminder that God sent his Son, Jesus, for this                  
restoration.  As you prepare for Christmas with gatherings, gifts, and 
holiday meals, set aside time for worship, reading the Christmas story, 
and valuing people and their relationship with the Savior born in a           
manger.  When the Savior was born, time-shifted, because the King had 
arrived. 
 

Happy New Year 

 
Peace 
Pastor Todd 

 

December is a mixed bag of emotions. It is the 
aftermath of Thanksgiving, where families have 
gathered and eaten way too much food. It brings 
in the rush of Christmas shopping, finding just the 
right gift for someone special. It is the beautiful 
snow falling, spending money on the extras,         
singing Christmas carols, putting up holiday              
decorations and mailing out Christmas cards.  
 
The flip side of the holiday can be dealing with the loss of a loved one, 
the inability to spend money on extra food, cards or gifts, the weather               
turning cold and snowy, the loneliness without loved ones or family 
nearby.  
 
Two very different takes on the same month, yet there is one common 
thread to both—HOPE in the expectant birth of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus.  
 
Jesus came to us to be fully human, fully God. He came to a people 
that needed saving, from those in power and from themselves. This 
little child, born to a young woman and her betrothed, was the Son of 
God for ALL! Not only for the rulers who could afford the extras, but 
for the lost and lonely, too, the ones who had nothing to offer, but 
themselves (remember the song “The Little Drummer Boy”?).  
 
When you go about your holiday chore list, remembering all the         
special details, remember those who have less, but love Jesus just as 
much. Remember that our church doors are open to all—rich, poor, 
old and young and everyone in between. Remember to go out into our 
community and love on others as Jesus wanted and commanded.         
Remember those who are lost and lonely, include them with a phone 
call or a card, invite them to church!  
 
It is more blessed to give than receive. I grew up knowing this                
principle. It still rings true today. Will you include in your holiday plans 
a way to bless someone selflessly? I hope so. What better way to           
honor our Lord than by striving to live as He asked us to live. Happy 
December and Merry Christmas.  
 
                Ruth Miller

Just a 

thought 



Holiday Church Office Hours 
 

The office will have the following hours over the Christmas holiday: 
 

Thursday, December 22nd—9:00AM-1:00PM 
Monday, December 26th—Closed 

Tuesday, December 27th—9:00AM-1:00PM 
Wednesday, December 28th—9:00AM-1:00PM 

Thursday, December 29th—9:00AM-1:00PM 
Monday, January 2nd—Closed 

Carroll County Christmas Basket Program 
The deadline to sign up to receive Christmas help for food and/or toys   

is December 2nd. Please call Kathy Lafond at 765/564-2516. Due to        
privacy issues, the church office cannot accept any information. 

 

Toy Store donations:  December 5th — 6th, Monday and 
Tuesday from 9:00AM—4:00PM at Honan Hall. 
Toy distribution: Friday, December 9th from 12:00PM — 
5:00PM at Honan Hall. 
 

Food:  In lieu of boxes, each family will receive a grocery 
certificate to shop at Wallmann’s grocery store.  These     
certificates will be distributed at REMC (back parking lot)                 
Saturday, December 10th, 9:00AM—11:00AM.  
 

Donations:  If you would like to make a monetary            
donation toward helping the Christmas Basket Program, 
please make checks payable to:  Christmas Baskets, Inc. 
We’ll collect donations here at church and forward them. 

Winter Grow Groups 
 

Beginning Sunday, December 11th we will have Winter 
Grow Group Sign-ups in the Rotunda!  These Grow 

Groups will run from January 8th though February 26th   
(8 weeks in length).  

 

Be on the lookout for more information! 

Finishing the year strong financially is important at Delphi UMC as it 
prepares us for the start of the following year.  To reiterate the letter 

sent recently, the finance committee is making a push for December to 
be a very strong month.  It is important to make this push due to a   

lower than expected September giving.  Our summer giving was off a 
small bit, which was not alarming,  however, our September downfall is 
what we need to make up.  To date, October and November are back in 
our normal giving ranges.  Please pray about your gifts and step forward 

to prepare for the coming year. 

REMINDER:  End of year giving MUST be received in the office by 
1:00PM on December 29th or postmarked by  December 31st to be             

credited for 2022 calendar year.  



Congregational Care Ministry:                                                            
Caring for mind, body and spirit of all 

Deb Mears, Parish Nurse 

We are in the midst of the holiday season, and the “countdown” to 
Christmas has begun.  How does that make you feel, joyful or stressed?  
Are you thinking about your health right now? I venture to say there are 
many other things on your mind.  Are they causing stress that is                
detrimental to your health? 
 
Stress causes physiological changes in the body which can cause many 
unhealthy outcomes, including headaches, muscle tension and pain,  
anxiety, overeating or undereating, fatigue, and high blood pressure.        
It can cause chronic problems, such as heart attack and diabetes over 
time. Is your stress caused by being overwhelmed?  Psalm 46:1 “God is 
our refuge and strength.” 
 
Are you concerned you will overspend? Romans 12:2 “Do not conform 
to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – His 
good, pleasing and perfect will.” 
 
Are you overdoing?  Psalm 46:10 “Be still and know that I am God;” 
Are you wondering what the holiday will be like without your loved 
one?  Psalm 147:3 “He heals the broken hearted and binds up their 
wounds.” 
 
Honestly, these are all things that I have “stressed 
about.”  We know that one of the fruits of the  
spirit is JOY.  We are filled with the Holy Spirit 
when we stay closely connected to God through 
prayer and reading our Bible.  
 
Let’s all go into the holiday healthy and with JOY!  Luke2:10 “I bring you 
good news that will cause great Joy for all people.” 
 
Joyfully looking forward to Christmas! 
       Deb 

In December, we’ll pay close  

attention to the announcements the             

angels made surrounding Jesus’ birth.          

Together, we’ll see why the messages the 

angels shared back then still matter today. 

 Meets Sundays December 4th, 11th, and 18th
 

 

2nd Wednesday, Caroling 
 Wednesday, December 14th  

from 6:30pm to 7:30pm 
All youth and their families are invited 
to go caroling with us to Carroll Manor 
and/or St. Elizabeth and possibly some 
other homes of people in our church 

family.  We will carpool and take church bus. 
 

Christmas Party 
 Sunday, December 18th                      

From 5pm to 7:30pm 
All 6th to 12th grade students are       

invited to our annual Christmas party 
at the Teen Center.  We will have wild 
games, food, and a Christmas lesson. 

Please bring a White Elephant Gift (value of $7 or less) with 
you (cannot be formerly dead or presently alive).  

 

Christmas Day, No DUMC Teens meeting! 
New Year’s Day, No DUMC Teens meeting! 



What’s Happening in  
Children’s  Ministry? 

Our series  for December is called “City of Angels”.  We’ll learn about 
the many comforting messages that angels brought when Jesus came 

to earth as a tiny baby.   
 

*There will be no children’s ministries on December 18th or 25th.   
*In addition, there will be no nursery provided on December 25th.   

  Thank you for all of the toys you donated during the 
month of November!   

 
 
During December, 
kids can continue  
to bring in their  
offerings for the  
World Vision Child Protection Fund  
as well as donations for the  
Carroll County Food Pantry.   
 
 
 

Prayer Ministry 
Debbie Hyman,                                                                                    

Director of Prayer Ministry  

CHRISTMAS!                                     
It’s all about JESUS! 

 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on His        
shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 

 

I love to picture the peaceful scene in                 
Bethlehem in that crude inn full of   
animals, a feeding trough for a cradle, 
Joseph, Mary, and the sweet baby    
Jesus, our Redeemer. I love that image 
so much that I collect nativities and 
imagine that day that changed history               
whenever I look at my collection. I 
have nativities from Belize, Russia, Israel, Mexico, and many given by 
family and friends. Each one is different, and each one reflects the   
country from where it was purchased. But, they all have the same     
message.  Jesus came for every person and nationality. 
 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but         

have eternal life.” John 3:16 
 

During this Christmas season, who is the one person that you can share 
Jesus with? Every person that we see has an eternal destiny. The                 
message of Jesus coming, being born as a baby, growing up and inviting 
people to follow Him, and dying for our sins is the message that saves 
every person (the whoever of John 3:16).  
 

Who will you share the Good News of Jesus with? Pray for that             
opportunity.  After all, Christmas is all about JESUS who came for all 
people.  



A Christmas perspective on how we might live 
1 Corinthians 13  

 
If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands 

of twinkling lights and shiny ornaments, but do not show 

love to my family, I’m just another decorator.  

If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas 

cookies, preparing gourmet meals and arranging a beautifully adorned 

table at mealtime, but do not show love to my family, I’m just another 

cook. 

If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give all that 

I have to charity, but do not show love to my family, it profits me             

nothing.  

If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes, 

attend a myriad of holiday parties and sing in the choir’s cantata, but do 

not focus on those I love the most, I have missed the point. 

 

...In other words, 

Love stops the cooking to hug a child. 

Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the spouse. 

Love is kind, though harried and tired. 

Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has   

coordinated Christmas china and table linens.  

Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the 

way, but is thankful they are there to be in the 

way. 

Love doesn’t five only to those who are able to 

give in return, but rejoices in giving to those who can’t. 

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things. 

Love never fails. 

Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, golf clubs will rust. 

But the gift of love will endure. 

Blood Pressure Checks 
WHEN:  Sunday, December 4TH  10—10:30a.m. 

WHERE:  In the Church office area. 
WHY: The best gift you can give to your loved ones is 

you taking care of your health!  

Mobile Food Pantry   
 Wednesday, December 7th at 10:00AM              

here in our church parking lot 
 

This drive-through event is open to anyone            
who may be in need of food.  

 

You are free to access as many Mobile Food Pantries as you need    
without penalizing your going to the local Food Pantry.  

 

  Food Finders is asking that people do not arrive more than                  
30 minutes prior to the start time.  

I’d like to graciously thank each person who has prayed, sent cards,  
visited, and/or offered condolences on the passing of my mother. I 
have been overwhelmed by the kindness and generosity of my Delphi 
UMC family. I hope you know the impact your love and support has 
had on me and my family. I feel blessed to have been led to this church 
and your open hearts. 

 
 With much love and gratitude,  
 Tracie and Ryan Egger 
 The family of Sandy Goodnight 
 12/23/44 - 9/20/2022   

D

   DECEMBER Food Pantry Items:  
Mac “N Cheese 

Hunger knows no season. Your continuing,      
generous donations ensure that there will             

continue to be enough food for the families in 
our community. All donations stay right here in Delphi.  


