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Letters home

What an excellent June! Vacation Bible School, a
mission team in Belize, and our teens enjoying the
growth of church camp. Ministry is a vibrant part
of the Delphi United Methodist Church, and it
happens because you all love to serve.
When I returned from Annual Conference and
shared about the opportunity to give to Afghan refugees, you stepped
up, contributing over $1400! I am grateful I get to serve a giving church.
July tends to be a slower month at Delphi UMC as we reload after a very
busy June to prepare for the start of school and the ministries that go
along with them. I encourage you to attend the July fourth festivities at
the church and participate in the enjoyment of the evening. It is a great
time to invite a friend or a helper who can build connections with other
people at Delphi UMC.
This July will also signal the beginning of a discernment process at this
church. Longtime members will know that I have regularly kept you
informed about happenings at the national church level that has often
concerned people here at the grass roots in Delphi. With the challenges
of Covid over the last few years, we have not had General Conference
meetings and will not do so until May of 2024, however, there are
impacts that we need to prayerfully consider.
Our Administrative council will meet on July 13th in order to consider
the actions of the Indiana Annual conference and its impacts to Delphi
UMC and how we take steps forward. We will have a congregational
meeting on July 17th at 6:00 p.m. to present what the Delphi Leadership
team is recommending for our process.
Why are we having these meetings? The changes involve our stance
around Human Sexuality and the implications for our local congregation
and with which denomination we would like to affiliate for carrying out
our future ministry.
Peace,
Pastor Todd

Limits—Everything and everyone has them. As I
was contemplating where my thoughts would go
this month, I thought about these limits and my
mind wandered to places I’ve never been (quite
scary, actually).

Just a

thought

How does the ocean know when the waves are
supposed to stop at the shore? How does it know
high and low tide and why does that matter? Why do hummingbirds
sent scouts out each Spring to see if the feeders from last year are still
there? Why do dogs like to ride in cars with the wind blowing in their
face, but not when you blow in their face? Why do kids push the
envelope with their parents, pushing them to the edge? How much
heartache can one person suffer before they themselves break?
What happens when limits are crossed? Waves rushing in with a storm
surge create tidal waves, hurricanes and tsunamis, causing death and
destruction in their path. Birds that have no food will not return and
have to travel further, trying to find new food. Dogs may bite if pushed
too far, even to someone they know. Parents may speak harshly or use
“the look,” signaling it’s time to back up that attitude. Heartache,
serious illness and loss may bring someone to the end of their ropes,
causing physical and emotional illness.
God sets limits for a reason. He set limits in nature to avoid calamities
of disasters. We don’t easily accept limits, though. Our compassion to
love and feel deeply opens us up to also be hurt deeply. Too often, we
are ruled by our emotions. How do we combat pain, suffering, loss,
resentment, anger?

We cry out to God and ask Him to wrap His arms around us. We ask
that He puts us back into a place where we feel peace and calm. We
pray that God bathes us in mercy and grace, that He holds us as our
Abba, cradling His children. We surrender our exhausted, hurt selves
and seek peace.
God will NEVER let us down, He has promised that time and time
again. We just need to trust Him to reset our path.

Ruth Miller

What is this, you might ask? A few years ago, a
member that has moved to Oregon brought
hers in to leave with us at DUMC, since its
history is here. This little bank had been a part
of their home while living here and she wanted
us to have it. But it’s so simple, right, what
could the history be?
Wanda Duff shed some light on the history.
These little banks were made for the families of the ladies circles. These
are from the 1950’s, so factor in the value of the pennies. “We promise
to give one cent each meal per family to our church for one year.”
Wanda said this money was for the Missions projects that Delphi UMC
supported. She further stated that she and her family had hosted Ken
Enright (one of our missionaries) a couple of times that he visited
DUMC. Patti Hudelson noticed the little bank on my desk and smiled,
saying “I remember these. We used to have them in Sunday school.”
The NEW Jamaica mission trip date is Tuesday,
October 18th — Tuesday, October 25th. We will
be building a house for Pinto, the cook for CSI
mission teams. This is open to youth in 9th
grade through adults of any age! There will be
no fundraising for this trip. If you would like more information, see
Mike and Debbie Hyman or contact them at hymandeb@yahoo.com.

Save the Date
Chicken BBQ Dinner
Friday, August 12th
4:30-7:30 PM
Dine in or Carry out
Watch announcements, newsletter, bulletin board and
Sunday bulletins for more information!
Volunteers are needed, contact Don Brothers.

Our Mission team just returned from
Belize. During worship, they shared
stories about their adventures and
how they were blessed while serving.
Where do you see missions in your
life? There is no need too big to be
tackled. Believe me, these pennies
made a difference and so can you.
Whether you serve here at home or internationally, give with a willing
heart and serve with a servant’s heart.

During the month of July, we will be taking a
break from our scheduled Discover and
Deeper times. We will still be holding our
NEW to Delphi UMC after each service so
that we can continue to meet and welcome
our newcomers to Delphi UMC. We
encourage YOU to come WITH your guests
to meet a Pastor.
Remember, “Come, follow me.”

Congregational Care Ministry:
Caring for mind, body and spirit of all
Connie Hughes, Parish Nurse

Health Lesson for the month:
HEAT STROKE & HEAT EXHAUSTION
“He gives power to the weak and strength to the powerless. Even youths
will become weak and tired, and young men will fall in exhaustion. But
those who trust in the Lord will find new strength. They will soar high on
wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary. They will walk and
not faint.”
Isaiah 40:29-31
Yes, as Christian believers we do rely on God’s strength, but we must do
our part to keep our body healthy for Him to work with. With the hot
and humid days of summer, we need to take precautions against heat
related illnesses. The two most common illnesses are Heat Stroke and
Heat Exhaustion. The two most important things you can do to
prevent heat illnesses this summer are to STAY HYDRATED and LIMIT
TIME IN THE SUN. While infants and older people (65 or older) are most
at risk for the heat illnesses, it can affect any age, even the healthiest.
Know your symptoms and what to do!
HEAT EXHAUSTION: Nausea, Light-headedness, Fatigue, Muscle
Cramping, Dizziness
ACTIONS: Get temperature down and cool the body. Move to an
air-conditioned place. Take a cold shower or use cold compresses. Drink
plenty of fluids. Remove tight or extra clothing.
HEAT STROKE: Headache, Confusion, NO Sweating, Rapid Heart Rate,
Nausea or Vomiting, May Lose Consciousness
ACTIONS: CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY. Move person to cooler place. Use
cold compresses to get temperature down. DO NOT GIVE FLUIDS.
Be prepared for the summer heat and
enjoy this season of the year with
family and friends!

In July, we’ll take a look at some lessons learned
by Jesus’ followers, because learning how to be
part of God’s family might help us learn how to
be part of our own families. In God’s family, we
support each other, pray for each other,
reconcile with each other, and love each other.

No meeting on Sunday, July 3rd.
All church/community gathering on
July 4th, at Teen Center area, from
7pm through the Delphi Fireworks
(around 10:30PM).
Meetings on July 10th, 17th, 24th, and 31st.
Incoming 6th graders can join us on July
10th or after!
Sign up for our Remind to know what/
where we will meet each week for our
meeting. (Pool Party?)

School Year Kickoff: Hawaiian Water Games
Sunday, August 21st
5:00pm to 7:30pm
All current 6th to 12th grade students,
and their parents, are invited to join
us. Parent open house and info
meeting from 5:00 to 5:30pm while
students play outside, then we will all learn about the theme
verse for the school year. Following, we will have Hawaiian
Water Games competition for prizes.
And we will finish with Hawaiian food.
Prizes for best dressed! Prizes for those who bring friends!

What’s Happening in
Children’s Ministry?
What is a narwhal exactly? Have you
ever spotted a sasquatch in the wild?
Can you catch a centaur? Unusual
animals are interesting and unique, just
like King David’s story. It was unusual
for David to become a king, and he
didn’t always get things right, but his
story teaches us that, God uses unlikely people, and gives unexplainable
joy. Kids will use their imaginations to get to know an unchangeable
God who does unexpected things.

Children’s Ministry Summer Schedule!
9am-Treehouse Time!
There will be no Growth Point
(Children’s Sunday School) during the
months of June, July, or August. Instead,
children will go into the service with their
parents. Children ages 3-3rd grade will be dismissed to Treehouse Time
before the sermon begins. This will be a time for children to play, while
being monitored by one of our loving shepherds. We ask that you pick
up your child at 10am so that we can all go down to fellowship time in
the rotunda.
10am-Fellowship Time
Children and their families are invited to grab refreshments and visit
with others. There are no volunteers present in the Children’s
Treehouse at this time.
10:30am-Children’s Church
Children’s Church will continue as normal through the summer
months, with children being dismissed from the service before the
sermon begins. For kids ages 3-3rd grade.
GRAPPLE
There will be no GRAPPLE during the months of June, July, or August.
See you in September!

Prayer Ministry
Debbie Hyman, Prayer Ministry Leader

Follow Him = A Life of
Service
As I write this article, I am sitting
with my mom after she has had
a stroke. Her words often don’t
make sense, but I know what is
on her heart. Her love for Jesus,
prayer, and God’s word is priority, along with serving Him.
Many times this past week I have thought about our prayer team’s
prayer dramas. The theme was Come, Follow Me. That invitation was
given to His disciples. They left their boats and their fortune (a boat
filled to overflowing with fish was a fortune) and followed Him. Their
lives were changed. That invitation was given to the woman at the
well. She received that invitation and told her town about Jesus. Her
life was changed. That message is an invitation that continues day
after day. Jesus invites us to partake in His ministry of service in all that
we do. We don’t have to minister to the many, but to only those God
places in our path.
I know if my mom could express it, she would say “Follow Him,”
because if another person’s life is changed, the result and rewards are
invaluable. Make your life meaningful for as long as you have breath.
You will be changed.
What does it mean to Follow Him? First, accept Jesus as Lord and
Savior of your life and receive full forgiveness of your sins. What
follows is a life of prayer, reading and studying His word, and a life of
service. Serve your family, friends, and even strangers and pray for
them. Serve in outreach opportunities offered at church. Go on
mission trips. Your life will forever be changed. I invite you to Follow
Him and begin the journey of a life of service for as long as you live.
Our time on this earth is so short, make it count for God’s Kingdom.
Answer the call to Follow Him.

Blood Pressure Checks
th

WHEN: Sunday, July 10 10—10:30a.m.
WHERE: In the Church office area.
WHY: Don’t leave on vacation without getting your
numbers checked by your Parish Nurse to show your
doctor at your next appt.

American Heart Association
First Aid Class
Saturday, July 9th
9:00-11:30 AM
Cost is $17.00
We have one more space open for this class. It is open for ages 12 and
up! Call the church office (765/564-3791) or contact Connie Hughes at
parishnurse@comcast.net to sign up for this valuable class.

July Food Pantry Item:
Canned Fruit
Hunger knows no season. Your
continuing, generous donations
ensure that there will continue to be enough food for
the families in our community.
All donations stay right here in Delphi.

Did you know that Delphi UMC hosts
the Delphi Rotary chapter every
Tuesday at noon? We are looking for
someone to plan, provide, and serve a
meal here at the church for this organization. This would be on a once
a month rotation and the Delphi UMC kitchen (and all utensils) can be
utilized.
If you, or someone you know, is interested, please contact Linda Mylet
at (765) 427-9108 or linda@myletfarms.com for more information on
what the job entails.

From the church office:
1) Lost and Found is filling up with lost
items. If you have left your insulated drink
containers, clothes, Bible, sunglasses,
PLEASE check the lost and found. All items
left past July 15th will be donated or thrown
away.
2) Food donation pick-up—We need help getting our food donations
taken to the Delphi Food Pantry. This would be a biweekly or monthly
need, depending on the donations received. Please contact Ruth or
Sarah in the church office, Monday-Thursday, if you would like to help.
Office phone number is 765/564-3791.

Mobile Food Pantry

Wednesday, July 6th at 10:00AM
here in our church parking lot
Delphi Food Pantry is hosting this drive-through
event, open to anyone who may be in need of food.
You are free to access as many Mobile Food Pantries as you need
without penalizing your going to the local Food Pantry.
Food Finders is asking that people do not arrive more than 30
minutes prior to the start time.

In honor of the 4th of the July holiday,
the church office will be closed,
Monday, July 4th.
We hope you will join us on the North lawn
that night for fun, fellowship, good food (and
ice cream treats) while we await the city’s
fireworks display.

