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Delphi United Methodist Church                                                     

October 2021 

  
SERMON       

SERIES  
 

167: Faith For 
Everyday Life 

 

Pastor Appreciation Sunday is October 10th. 
Help us show our pastors our thanks and                           

appreciation for all they do for our church and                
community by sending them a card, a text, or just a 

short note. We are blessed with three giving pastors.                     
Have you prayed for them today? 



Letters home  
 
 
Hi Mom and Dad, 
 

Does your vision ever seem blurry?  I just made an 
appointment with my optometrist to have a basic 
eye check-up.  My prescription has not changed 
for many years, but I still need a basic check up.  
When I called, I asked how long it had been since I had been there and 
they told me five years!!  Wow, I didn’t recognize how long it had been.  
So now is a good time for me to check my vision. 
 

We have done that with the church as well. We rechecked our vision 
and discovered that God has some amazing things to accomplish in our 
area.  God is calling us to reach young families with children. Building 
the church up to see forty new families attending in the next year is  
certainly something that God wants to accomplish. Why? There is such 
a need to care for people who are facing such uncertainty today and the 
uncertainty that is coming.   
 
We will prepare our ministries so, as people are seeking help, we can 
point them to the One who is truly our salvation and our Lord. That is 
Jesus. 
 
We have accomplished our first step to re-launch our Grow Groups and 

we can already see that working well.  Our next step is to fix our broken 

discipleship path and help people stay connected.  We are also in the 

process of beginning a new digital ministry that will be an entry point 

for people to see the hope of Jesus. All this is in the hopes of keeping 

the connection.  

Peace 
 
 

Pastor Todd 

 

 

In a perfect Christian life, we are born into a     
family with loving, strong Christian parents. We 
grow up in church, learning scripture and loving 
Jesus. We then find a spouse that feels the same 
as we do, marry and start our own family,                
continuing the legacy. Sounds wonderful, doesn’t 
it? 
 
BUT…..life, even in Christian homes, has hiccups, bumps and yes, even 
huge potholes in the road. We will all have them, some more serious 
than others, but no one escapes this life without trials. That’s why we 
need Jesus, to help us through those trials.  
 
My faith walk has been an interesting journey. I started so confused, 
with a Catholic grandmother that I attended mass with until I was an 
adult, a Father who was influenced by a Buddhist Amah (my Dad was 
born in China) and then became Episcopalian when they came back to 
the states, and a Mom that was Presbyterian. Talk about an odd      
assortment of beliefs! Heaven, hell, purgatory, patron saints,           
confession to a priest, confession to God, mass and litanies that are 
still ingrained in my brain, guilt, shame, selfless love and forgiveness 
of every sin, let alone how to say the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
I was so confused and lost. All those doctrines were messing with the 
way I loved Jesus. It got in the way of me knowing my Father and 
turned me into a cynic about “religion.” Doctrine does have its place 
in every denomination, but I had conflicting versions. It took me 
hitting rock bottom, spiritually, to come home and experience God for 
the second time in my life. Like the prodigal son, He welcomed me 
home. No conflicting doctrines, nothing separating us, no barriers   
between me loving Him and Him loving me. His outstretched arms 
simply said “welcome home, I’ve got you.”  
 
Don’t get caught up in doctrine, it can get in the way of your                
relationship with God and Jesus. They don’t care about doctrine, they 
care and love YOU! Fall into their selfless and unending love. Let God 
and Jesus guide you through the hiccups of life. They will NEVER let 
you fail! They will always honor their promise— “I’ve got you.”  
 
       Ruth Miller 

Just a 
thought 



Delphi UMC Trunk or Treat                      
2021 

 

Saturday October 30th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm 
In our church parking lot 

 

We need 30 families or vehicle units to    
commit to decorating your vehicle,          

yourselves, or both in a child friendly way. 
Bring candy and welcome kids in our community to a safe                     

and friendly environment.  
 

In order for us to plan accordingly, we need commitments from people  
by October 3rd. This helps us move forward in our logistics, and makes  

it possible to be able to invite the community to this event. 
 

Don’t want to decorate your car, but still want to be involved? You can 
easily borrow a carnival game from Nina German. These will be set up 

in our parking lot as well.  
 

This will be a fun alternative and provide a safe and fun place for       
families on the evening of Trick or Treating. 

 
 

Unable to participate that day? You can still help 
by providing bags of candy (we need LOTS AND 

LOTS of candy). 
 

For any questions, contact Nina German by 
email at ngerman@delphiumc.org or text 765-427-6933 

DUMC 

Sacred Connections:  “Arrows Of Faith”                        
Women’s Retreat 

Saturday, October 2nd  
8:45 AM—4:00 PM 

If you haven’t signed up for this amazing event, there’s still time!  
 

Cost is only $10 per person and covers a light breakfast and lunch. 
Open to all women of Delphi UMC and your guests. 

 
Contact Ruth Miller at 765-564-3791 (Work), 765-586-1558 (Cell)            

or  rmiller@delphiumc.org. 
We hope you will join us! 

SHRED DAY 
Saturday, October 9th                               

9:00 AM — 12:00 Noon 
Delphi UMC Parking Lot 

Have documents that need shredding? Bring them here! Delphi 
UMC is providing this service as a way to not only help out the   

community, but also to help spread awareness that it’s important   
to take care of God’s beautiful creation.  

 

This is FREE and open to everyone. Start saving your papers! 

**Staples need NOT be removed from documents** 

Caregiver Support Group 
 Thursday, October 14th  

1:30-2:30PM 

 

Come. Share. Learn. This group is open to 
anyone, no matter where they are on the journey as a caregiver.  

 

For questions, contact Sharon Brothers @ dsbrothers@gmail.com 

mailto:ngerman@delphiumc.org
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Congregational Care Ministry:                                                            
Caring for mind, body and spirit of all 

Connie Hughes, Parish Nurse 

Health Lesson for our Body, Mind and Spirit:  Flu Season 

 
Flu activity begins in October and typically lasts well 
into the Spring.  During last year’s flu season, the CDC 
estimated several million people in the U. S. came 
down with the flu and, of those, 740,000 were                    
hospitalized and 62,000 died. We need to take this flu 
seriously by getting our flu vaccine before the end of 
October to make sure we are adequately protected for 
the entire flu season. 
 
In the past, vaccines have offered protection against three strains of the 
influenza, but this year the vaccine will protect against four strains.  It 
doesn’t offer 100% protection against the flu, but it could lessen the 
effects and keep you out of the hospital. The flu can be life threatening 
for persons with heart or lung disease. 
 
Good habits to practice during this flu season are:                                                   
 Wash your hands frequently                                                                                 
 Stay at home if you have a fever or aren’t feeling well  
 Stay well hydrated                                                                                          
 Cover your mouth when sneezing                                                                 
 Eat healthy meals                                                                                                      
 Get adequate rest to strengthen your immune system 
Even though COVID-19 is still here, the flu season is here, too. 

Blood Pressure Check 
WHEN :  Sunday, October 3rd   10—10:30a.m. 

WHERE: In the Church office area. 

WHY:  Healthy numbers are so important to good 

health. Fall into the habit of knowing your numbers     

            by seeing a Parish Nurse each month. 

In October, we’ll explore hard questions you 
thought you weren’t allowed to ask, like “When 
people are hurting, where is God?” “When I’m 

hurting, why does God feel far away?” “If God is 
good, why do bad things happen?” and “When 

life hurts, is God listening?” 

(Last chance) Signup for Fall  
Mission Retreat Trip 

All 6th to 12th grade students are invited to join us. 
October 15th to 19th (Fall Break!) 

First 2 days at Camp Lakewood for a Retreat. 
Friday, 4:30pm (meet at church)  

through Sunday, at 1pm 
Last 2 days at Fort Wayne to serve in various mission projects. 

Sunday, 2pm through Tuesday, 5pm (return to Delphi) 
Cost $80. Registration and $ due by Sunday, October 3rd. 

 
Teens help at the Trunk or Treat  

Saturday, October 30th at main church 
Event from 5:00pm to 7:00pm 

Games/activities will be provided based on the 
number of volunteers.  Sign up on Sunday mornings 

or with Micah if you can help. 
 

                   Fall Party                             
 Sunday, October 31st 

5:00 to 8:00pm, at the Newcom’s house  
For any 6th to 12th grade student. 

Games, campfire, s'mores, hot dogs, and hayride. 
Invite a friend. Costumes encouraged! 

Sign up for Text Reminders to get their address! 
 

Grow Teens 
Sunday mornings, 9am to 10am 

At Teen Center 
10/10 Student Leadership meet. 
10/17 No Teen Meetings! (retreat) 

10/24 Lead worship for kids. 



What’s Happening in  
Children’s  Ministry? 

The very first phone number most kids 
tend to learn is an emergency number,   
because it's important to know who to call 
when we need help! In this series, we'll 
help kids see that they can always call on 
God for the things they need. As kids hear 
the story of Israel escaping slavery in Egypt 
(and what happened afterward), they'll 
discover that God helps us when we're helpless, helps us in our        
weakness, helps us when we're in trouble, and will even help us help 
others. God is the help we need — always!  
 

New Schedule Reminder!  
Growth Point (like Sunday School): 9-10am during our 1st service.   
3yrs-5th grade. 
  
Children’s Church: During our 2nd service (10:30am), kids are in the    
service with their family until they are dismissed at the appropriate   
time to go back to the children’s area. 3yrs-3rd grade 
 
GRAPPLE : A chance for 4th and 5th graders to leave the 2nd service     
with the other kids on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month. This year, 
the GRAPPLE kids will meet in a special “Big Kids” room back in the     
children’s wing.   

October Memory Verse:  

Prayer Ministry 
Debbie Hyman, Prayer Ministry Leader 

 
Fall! My favorite time of the year!  
Growing up on a farm gave me a deep  
appreciation for the work it takes to     
produce a crop. Much thought is put into 
the plan for that fallow ground. The 
farmer prepares the soil by disking it up to 
break it up after the winter. The seed is 

planted and, as the plants grow, they are tended to prevent weeds 
and disease. As time goes by, the plants grow to maturity and they are 
ready to be harvested. Fall! A time of the reward of harvest after   
careful preparation and hard work. 
 
As believers, we sow into the lives of other people. We pray that the 
soil of their hearts are broken up and ready to hear the Word planted 
that will bear fruit. We help prepare the 
soil and plant seeds by praying for other 
people, by serving other people, and by 
giving of our resources. In time, those 
seeds that are planted yield fruit in the 
lives of people in the harvest field as their 
soil is prepared. Jesus said in Matthew 
9:37-38 “Then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few, ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into His harvest field.’”  
 
Will you pray? Will you go? Will you serve and testify about Him with 
your service and words? Galatians 6:9 says “Let us not become weary 
in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up.”  
 
Father, in the name of Jesus, we pray and ask for unsaved souls in the 
harvest field to come to know You. Use us. Send us. 



The Mobile Food Pantry is        
offering two more dates!  

   

Wednesday, October 13th    
Wednesday, October 27th               

both at 10:00AM  
 

In conjunction with the Delphi Food Pantry, we are blessed with         
two additional drive-through events that are open to anyone who may 

be in need of food.  This will happen right here in our                                     
Delphi UMC parking lot.   

 

You are free to access as many Mobile Food Pantries as you need    
without penalizing your going to the local Food Pantry.  

 

  Food Finders is asking that people do not arrive more than 30 minutes 
prior to the start time.  

October Food Pantry Item:  
Cake Mixes 

 

Hunger knows no season. Your continuing, 
generous donations ensure that there will continue to 

be  enough food for the  families in our  community. All 
donations stay right here in Delphi.  

Grieving Through the Holidays 
               Saturday, November 6th  
            9:00-Noon in Room 211 

 

Firsts are difficult after a loss, especially holidays and 
special occasions. This one day event will give you insight and tools on 

how to get through these difficult firsts. Everything shared is                
confidential. There is no cost and is open to the community.   

 

So that we can plan accordingly, please call the church office at   
765/564-3791 by November 1st if you are interested in attending. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Mike Harbeck at                     
delphiharbeck@yahoo.com 

   CPR/AED Class  
Saturday, October 16th, from 9:00-11:30AM  

Delphi UMC in Room 211.  
 

If you want to be certified, or need to be re-certified, 
this Heartsaver Certification class is for YOU! 

 
Keith Black, a member of our congregation, will be the instructor.  

 
Space is limited, so please contact Connie Hughes, Parish Nurse, by 

phone @765-532-7698, email (parishnurse@comcast.net) or by calling 
the church office @765/564-3791. Thanks to a generous donor, the first 

10 people to sign up are free. Class size is limited. 

Mission Team  Fundraiser Products 
The Mission Team has products left over from the 
soap/trash bag fundraiser available for purchase. 

They have the following items: 
(2) Regular scent laundry pods $40.00 each 

(10) Dishwasher pods #35.00 each 
(9) 15 gallon kitchen trash bags $35.00 each 

(1) 5 gallon bucket Gain original softener $35.00 
 

All product sales support the Jamaica missions. 
 

If interested, please contact Julie Price @ 765/202-4776 or by email 
kjprice15@yahoo.com.  

 GROW Groups! 
 

Haven’t signed up for a Fall Grow Group yet?  Weren’t 
here the past couple of Sundays?  That’s OK!  ALL of our 

Grow Groups are open ALL of the time!   
 

Don’t know what groups are offered?  That’s OK, too!  We are       
keeping the big board up in the Rotunda so you can easily find        

what group might fit you best. There are also pamphlets available   
that have the study topic, facilitator(s), and the season schedule    

listed.  These are for you to take home.   
 

COME GROW WITH US!  


