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November 2021 

  
SERMON SERIES  

 
167: Faith For Everyday 

Life 

November 7, 2021 

Toys For Tots 
Be sure to read the article 

under the Children’s   
Ministry section to see 

how YOU can be a part of 
this program we’re     
partnering with this 
Christmas season!  



Letters home  
 
Hi Mom and Dad, 
 
Faith filled thanksgiving goes together during this 
month of November. This is a month of crisp     
autumn air, the wonderful smells of pumpkin 
cooking in a pie, or the tang of cider on a sunny 
fall day.  It is also the season that bodes for    
looming cold.  It is the season in the church where we prepare for      
advent coming. Advent is that season leading to Christmas in which we 
prepare our hearts.   
 
I want to prepare you for some things in this month.  Prepare your heart 
in asking God to direct you to a person who needs the good news of  
Jesus.  This person may be someone you already have a relationship 
with or it may be a person you see on an infrequent basis.  Ask the Spirit 
to guide you to offer the joy of Jesus.  I have found that, when I ask the 
Spirit, it is revealed that those conversations are needed. I find,                  
especially in this season of faithful Thanksgiving, people are very open 
to a spiritual conversation. 
 
Here are some questions I have used in the past:                                                
 What are you thankful for these days?                                                          
 Where do you see hope around you?                                                              
 How can I pray for you?   

You will find in these questions an opening to share the good news that   
Jesus loves you, you matter to God, and you matter to people. 

 

Peace 
 

Pastor Todd 

Is it your desire to become a member of Delphi 
UMC? If so, we will have a New Members Class 

starting Sunday, November 7th, time to be          
announced by the time you receive this           

newsletter. Please contact Pastor Todd if you              
are interested in joining this class.  

Have you ever been blessed with a gift so         
precious that you protect it with all that you are? I 
have and it still brings tears to my eyes as clearly 
as it did Wednesday, June 30, 1976.  
 
My grandmother and I were extremely close and I 
know she loved me unconditionally.  
 
Grandma had fallen and broken her hip. She was in the hospital and 
waiting for her hip replacement surgery on Friday. I lived an hour 
away, so I couldn’t see her as often as I wished, but I spoke with her 
that Wednesday, telling her I had a busy next couple of days, but 
wanted to wish her well on her surgery.  
 
That night, as I slept, I had the most glorious dream!! Grandma and I 
were walking along a formless plane. I was holding her around her 
waist, supporting her fragile body. From a distance, there came two 
perfect “beings,” with light so pure and bright it defied understanding. 
It wasn’t a blinding light, just pure and beautiful. These two beings 
came towards us, their light getting brighter as they approached. One 
stepped around to my Grandma’s right side and took hold of her right 
arm. The other came behind me and stepped in between us, taking 
my Grandma’s left arm. I stepped aside and let them take her from my 
loving arms. As they walked away from me, in the direction we had 
originally been walking, Grandma straightened her stature. With each 
step, she grew straighter and more confident. Several steps in, she 
turned back to me and said “it’s ok, you can let me go.” I felt a deep 
loss, but such peace. I awoke with the vision of her walking away,    
towards the light, in perfect stature—no more pain, with nothing       
unfinished, and no regrets. 
 
I went to work that morning and, at precisely 10AM, I gasped. I knew 
she had taken her last breath. My mother called me after work and 
before she could tell me, I told her I knew Grandma had died. For 
years, I wasn’t sure who I could share this experience with without 
them thinking me a looney case, but I know, with every fiber of my 
being, that I glimpsed Heaven that day. I saw the future that awaits us 
and it is glorious. God gave me the most precious gift ever—HOPE!  
        
       Ruth Miller 

Just a 

thought 



 
Safety and Security Team 

 

Have a calling for helping people??? 
We are developing a team just for you! 

 
We are going to have a call out meeting on December 5th in Room 
211, right after 2nd service. We will go over what plans are for the 

team and answer any questions. 
 

Contact Keith Black for more information. 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving 

From your Delphi UMC Staff 

Grieving Through the Holidays 
               Saturday, November 6th  
            9:00-Noon in Room 211 

 

“Firsts” are difficult after a loss, especially holidays and 
special occasions. This one day event will give you insight and tools on 

how to get through these difficult firsts. Everything shared is                
confidential. There is no cost and is open to the community.   

 

So that we can plan accordingly, please call the church office at   
765/564-3791 by November 1st if you are interested in attending. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Mike Harbeck at                     
delphiharbeck@yahoo.com 

               Poinsettias 
 
Starting October 31st, we will be selling 
Poinsettias that will adorn the worship 
center during the Christmas season.  
 
The cost for each Poinsettia will be $9.00. 
We are offering Poinsettias in Red and White again this year. You 
may order as many as you would like.  
 
DEADLINE TO ORDER POINSETTIAS IS MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15th. 
 
Envelopes will be at the Usher’s desk at the back of the Worship  
Center. Please indicate how many Poinsettias you are purchasing, 
include payment and whose name(s) you wish to honor/remember. 
Fill out “in  honor of…” or “in memory of…” someone legibly on the 
envelope. There will be a basket for COMPLETED envelopes.  
 
          DO NOT put envelope in with offering, please. 
 
You may also call the church office (765/564-3791) with your order, 
or mail in your order, with payment. Please include phone number in 
case there are any questions.  



Congregational Care Ministry:                                                            
Caring for mind, body and spirit of all 

Connie Hughes, Parish Nurse 

Health Lesson for our Body, Mind and Spirit:                       
A Grateful Heart  

“Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the    
course of your life.”  Proverbs 4:23  

 

 Good morning, Lord.  Help me this day to offer You my thanks 
and praise—for all that I have, for all I’ve received, and all that I have 
been given.  Help me remember, Lord, the history of all Your gifts to me 
over so many years.  Help me to focus less on what I want and need and 
more on the ways Your hand has blessed me from the simplest to the 
greatest. 
 Give me a grateful and generous heart, Lord, to share with     
others what You have given me.  Remind me that in sharing my gifts 
they are not halved but doubled.  And Lord, show me how to use the 
gifts already mine to make peace with others, to reach out to those in 
need, to make things right, not just in my home, but in my                
neighborhood, in my church, and wherever You take me on my life’s 
path. 
 All good gifts come from Your hand, Lord, and I offer You my 
thanks and praise for all You’ve given me.  I pray this in Your Son’s 
name, Jesus……….  Amen. 
 As we approach the season of Thanksgiving, let us give God a 

place at our table and in our hearts as a gift of our gratefulness and 

thankfulness for who He is and what He has done for us and our        

families. 

Blood Pressure Check 
WHEN:  Sunday, November 7th   10—10:30a.m. 

WHERE:  In the Church office area. 

WHY:  Healthy numbers are so important to keep 

our heart healthy and in good working order for 

years to come to be able to celebrate many Thanksgivings together.  

When our friends need help, there are no easy 
answers, but in this 4-week series we’ll follow the 
lead of a few people who’ve been there. Through 

the stories of Job, Ruth, Naomi, Elijah, and Eli, 
we’ll see how God invites us to “be with” people 
when they’re grieving, lonely, in need, or feeling 

hopeless, and how God is already with them.  

Teen-led Worship Night 
All 6th to 12th grade students, their families, and any 

other attenders of the church are invited. 
Sunday, November 14th, 5:00-7:00 pm 

We will have worship and message in Teen Center. 
Then we will have small groups and snacks. 

This could be an extra chance for you to take time to worship and to 
pray with others in our church as the teens lead the way! 

 

Annual Turkey Bowl  
Sunday, November 28th 

3:30 to 5:00pm Flag Football  
(north of HS baseball field) 

5:00-6:00 pm snacks, lesson and small groups      
at the Teen Center. 

 

Grow Teens 
Sunday mornings, 9:00-10:00am At Teen Center 

11/7 Student Leadership meet. 
11/14 Regular meeting with Jen Hylton 

11/21 Lead worship for kids. 
11/28 Regular meeting 

 

Download the Bible app and join us in a reading plan for each series! 
 
 



What’s Happening in  
Children’s  Ministry? 

Kids may not be absorbing the 
news cycle like adults are, but 
they are experiencing the 
news cycle through others 
around them. It’s tough to 
know what news is helpful 
and what news is true. This 
month, kids will have a chance 
to journey with a few      
prophets – Micah, Amos, Zephaniah, Ezekiel, and Isaiah – to discover 
news they can count on. Breaking News will help them develop a strong 
identity in an ever-changing world. Kids will learn that when things go 
wrong, they can choose what’s right; when they worship God, they can 
be sincere; when times are tough, they can count on God; when they 
are lost, God will guide them, and that they can be faithful just like God 
is faithful.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               November Toy Drive!  
This Christmas season, we have a great           
opportunity to help collect toys for the Toys for 
Tots program.  Our church will be one of the  
collection sights, and beginning November 7th, 
your child can bring in NEW, unwrapped toys 
and put them in the box that is down in the  
children’s wing. (There will be one in the        
Rotunda as well.) The box will be there for 5 

weeks, and then the toys will be distributed on December 11th.  This is  
a great opportunity to help our young ones understand how important 
it is to serve others! 

Prayer Ministry 
Debbie Hyman, Prayer Ministry Leader 

 

Thanksgiving:  A time to give 
thanks and express gratitude. 

 
I am thankful, Lord, for a holiday that   

compels me to think about You and all of 

the many ways that you have blessed me. 

Thanking You for Your presence in my life 

and for guidance in all situations good and not so good keeps me  

humble and makes me acknowledge that I need You every minute of 

every day. Thank You for the hope and peace that You offer to replace 

fear, anxiety, stress or weakness. My difficulties are not in vain, Lord, 

because You are refining me and burning away things in my character 

that don’t reflect You. So, I rejoice in the shaping of my faith and   

character. I thank You. 

 

You are my friend in alone times, You speak to me through Your Word. 

You allow me to serve You through serving others. You bless me with 

the joy of Your creation and being able to see beauty in the most    

simple things like a smile, a flower, hands lifted in prayer, baby    

laughter, and a beautiful phrase in a song. I thank You. 

 

You bless me abundantly with daily needs and with family. You have 

given me my own dear family 

but also my brothers and   

sisters in Christ.  Above all, 

Jesus You are the One I love 

and thank. Amen 

 

I pray that we will make it a 

practice to give thanks all 

year long for who He is and 

for all that He has done for 

us. 



Mobile Food Pantry   
 Tuesday, November 23rd  

10:00AM  
 

In conjunction with the Delphi Food Pantry, we 
are having a drive-through event, open to       

anyone who may be in need of food.  This will 
happen right here in our Delphi UMC parking lot.   

 

You are free to access as many Mobile Food Pantries as you need    
without penalizing your going to the local Food Pantry.  

 

  Food Finders is asking that people do not arrive more than 30 
minutes prior to the start time.  

November Food Pantry Item:  
Catsup and Mustard 

 

Hunger knows no season. Your continuing, 
generous donations ensure that there will 

continue to be enough food for the families in our  
community.  All donations stay right here in Delphi.  

                                      Mission Trip Meeting 
 

There will be a meeting for the Caribbean Mission Trip 
on Sunday, October 31, 2021 at 1:00 PM in the Wesley 
Weds Room (Room 202-204). Any questions, please 
contact Lois Shoup.  

Christmas Cantata 
 

Join voices and share your musical talent with the Adult 
Choir in praise and song as we celebrate the birth of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ.  
Rehearsals to start Sunday, October 31st from   

2:30pm—4:00pm right here at DUMC.  
For more information, please contact Choir Director   
Terry Langston at graphicsemporium@hotmail.com. 

The Cantata will be Sunday, December 19th during both services.  

Advent Grow Groups 
Nov. 28—Dec. 19 (4 weeks) 

This Advent season, we will be doing an   
All-Church Grow Group study! 

 

Both sessions will be studying “Because of Bethlehem” by Max        
Lucado.  This is a 4 week video Bible study with discussion questions, 

Bible exploration, and personal study and reflection. 
Each session will be held in the Teen Center to allow for more       

people to participate. 
 

9:00am—Led by Chad Sherman 

10:30am—Led by Jason and Michelle Pearson 

Caregiver Support Group 
 Thursday, November 11th  

1:30-2:30PM 

 

Come. Share. Learn. This group is open to 
anyone, no matter where they are on the journey as a caregiver.  

For questions, contact Sharon Brothers at dsbrothers@gmail.com. 

Game Night! 
 
This month we will be having a Euchre night on 
Saturday, November 13th at 6:00 PM here at 
the church!  This is just for the sake of fun and 
fellowship, so come and play in a brief tournament (but even if you 
lose, we’ll let you keep playing!) and get to know some others in the 
congregation!  There is no charge to play and open to all ages – if 
you know how to play, you’re welcome to come!   
 
Sign-ups will be in the Rotunda, or you can contact Pastor Ben. You 
can sign up as an individual or a team.  We will accept walk ins, but 
appreciate all those who sign up in advance. Join us for the first of 
what we hope will become many church game nights at DUMC!   



The church office will be closed Thursday,        
November 25, 2021 so that we may be with   

our families for Thanksgiving.  
 

The office will reopen on Monday,                            
November 29th. 

 

We pray you have a blessed time with family and friends.    

Carroll County Christmas Baskets 
If you, or someone you know, would like to sign up to receive        

Christmas help for food and/or toys, please call Kathy Lafond at 
765/564-2516 between November 8th– November 30th. DO NOT CALL 
the church office. Due to privacy issues, we are unable to accept any 

personal information for this program.  
 

Toy Store:                                                           
Donations Accepted:  December 6 — 8,       
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 
9:00AM—4:00PM at Honan Hall 
Toy distribution: Friday, December 10th from 
12:00PM — 5:00 PM at Honan Hall. 

 

Food:   
Each family will receive a gift certificate to         
shop for grocery items at Wallmann’s grocery 
store in lieu of receiving food boxes.  
Certificate distribution: Certificates for food will 
be distributed at REMC (back parking lot)                 
Saturday, December 11th, 10:-00—11:30 AM.  

 

Monetary Donations: 
If you would like to  make a monetary donation 
to go towards helping with the Christmas Basket 
Program, please make your check payable to:  
Christmas Baskets, Inc. We will collect donations 
here at church and get them to the appropriate 
person.   

WINTER GIFT CARD          
FUNDRAISER 

 

After some great feedback from our Spring Gift 
Card Fundraiser, we are bringing it back right in time for the holidays!   
 

Haven’t heard of the Gift Card Fundraiser? Here’s a refresh:  Do you go 
shopping?  Do you like to go out to eat? Do you buy gas for your          
vehicle? Do you give people gift cards as presents? If you answered YES 
to any of those, then this fundraiser is perfect for you! We’ve partnered 
with an organization that allows us to buy pre-loaded gift cards and, in 
return, Delphi UMC receives a portion of the money. Yes, you read that 
right—The money goes STRAIGHT TO THE CHURCH. Don’t worry, you 
still get the full value of the gift card.  
 

On the pages that follow, you will see all of the gift card options,      
ranging from $10 -- $100, at various businesses. Next to each card/
business, you will see a percentage. This indicates what percentage of 
that card the church will get in return. For example, since we get 10% 
back from Outback Steakhouse, if you buy a $25 gift card, the church 
will get $2.50 back. Again, you still get the full value of the gift card. 
And thanks to some of our local business owners, we are excited to add 
more local options this time around!   
 

Where exactly do the profits go at Delphi UMC? Money earned through 
this fundraiser will go toward creating a church library/resource area. 
Over the years, so many of you have asked for additional resources to 
use personally, with a Sunday School class, a small group, and now our 
Grow Groups. We feel this is a great time to build into the Discipleship 
part of our visioning process and pathway.    
 

All you need to do is mark which gift cards, how many you want, and 
return the form with your payment to the church office by Sunday, 
November 21st. We will also have extra order forms located in the      
Rotunda. We hope to have the gift cards ready for distribution by      
Sunday, December 5th.   
 

If you have any questions, contact Pastor Ben at bbeeks@delphiumc.org 
or Sarah Cross at scross@delphiumc.org. 



Delphi UMC Winter Gift Card Fundraiser 


