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Christmas Cantata

November 1st

Sunday, December 19th
9:00 AM and 10:30 AM

Join us as our choir helps us celebrate
the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Invite a friend, family member or neighbor!
All are welcome!

Letters home

Hi Mom and Dad,
Advent is a time of preparation for our hearts.
The Christian life is one that is set apart from the
rest of the world. We are indeed a different
group of people. We pursue a relationship with
Jesus and a holy lifestyle, so we can give and share
the beauty of God.

In preparation for Christmas, I encourage you to identify Hope, Love,
Joy, and Peace in your life. We will be reflecting on those items on
Sunday morning and hearing from some of the lesser known characters
in the birth narrative about Jesus.
My prayer for you, even today, is that you would find Hope, Love, Joy,
and Peace in your heart this season. Delphi UMC is helping to bring
these elements to life. Hope is made by providing for an Afghan
Refugee family. Connections through some members of Delphi UMC,
who have moved away, provided the contacts so we can help a family
who needs hope in dangerous circumstances. Love is provided each
Sunday as we express the Love of Jesus into the hearts of people who
gather in this place. Joy is provided in our work with the Christmas
Baskets and the Toys for Tots programs this season. Peace is discovered
when we work on bringing unity to our community and our world.
My prayer for you at Advent is that you will find Love, Joy, Peace, and
Hope in Jesus.
Peace
Pastor Todd
**Our Christmas Eve offering is designed to give hope and change
lives. It will be shared to serve three ways: helping Afghan refugees,
helping a Jamaican family with a home, and helping secure hope for
local families needing food.**

This morning I found myself thinking about my
friend Jana and how much I miss her. Jana lived
her life for Jesus Christ every day of her life and,
even when life was difficult, her life was filled with
love and joy - pure and simple joy!

Just a

thought

In this Christmas season, we are all about smiling
at strangers, wishing them a “Merry Christmas”
and walking with a lighter step, thanks to the cheerful Christmas
music. This is a joyous season, with the lights and decorations in the
stores, on people’s homes, in our church and on the tree. It’s a “feel
good” season. But do we get lost in the real reason for such joy?
Because of a census, Mary and Joseph had to return to Bethlehem,
with sweet young Mary, 9 months pregnant. I wouldn’t want to go
anywhere, let alone ride on a donkey for close to a week, to a town I
didn’t know, away from my family and very uncomfortable, but the
census was law. Fast forward to arriving in Bethlehem and being told
there’s nowhere to sleep. Tired and just wanting to lie down, I’m sure
Mary was none too happy with this news. Then being offered a place
in the barn, with the animals? Not seeing too much “joy” here.
Yet Mary knew that the sweet little baby boy she gave birth to and
named Jesus would change the world and bring such joy! Even the
angels declared that joy with His birth—”I bring you tidings of great
joy.” Joy— pure and simple joy. Love— pure and simple love. Jesus
gave these gifts of love and joy to us and commanded that we love as
He did, pure and selfless.
Our lives will not always be happy, but in every storm, there can be
joy. Being joyful is a choice, seeing the good in anything, even if it is a
time of difficulty. God is always walking with us. He brought His Son
down from heaven, to teach us and die for us. That is pure love!
Hope for an eternity with God and Jesus—pure joy! THIS is the reason
for such joy at Christmas. Be joyful, Embrace life and share your joy
with others. Make a joyful noise unto our Lord!
My friend was right, seeing such joy in our world. Have a glorious
Christmas, filled with love, laughter and pure joy.

Ruth Miller

Thank You Wesley Weds for 65 years of Commitment

Merry Christmas from your Delphi UMC staff

On Sunday, November 7th, the
Wesley Weds class celebrated their
65 year history as a class. What
started as a Sunday School class for
newly married couples, has turned
into a legacy of commitment and
giving to Delphi UMC.
Through their Fish Fry’s, Chicken
Barbeque dinners and other events, they have financially contributed
to Church Camp Scholarships, Missions and so many ministry projects
for the church.
Congratulations Wesley Weds Class. Thank you and may you continue
for many more years.

Save the date
Thursday, January 20th
10:00AM.
6-week Grief Care Class starts.
More details to follow in January.

Safety and Security Team
Have a calling for helping people???
We are developing a team just for you!
We are going to have a call out meeting on December 5th in Room
211, right after 2nd service. We will go over what the plans are for
the team and answer any questions.
Contact Keith Black at idavillefire12@yahoo.com
for more information.

(December) In this 4-week series, we’ll hear the
Christmas story from the perspective of the prophets
in the Old Testament, who foretold and then waited
for the good things God had in store. Christmas is a
reminder of what the prophets proclaimed: that God
has always had a plan, that Jesus completes God’s
plan, that God’s plans bring joy, and that God’s plans
require sacrifice.

Congregational Care Ministry:
Caring for mind, body and spirit of all
Connie Hughes, Parish Nurse
Health Lesson: How Does Christmas affect our Body--Physically, Emotionally & Spiritually?
The Christmas season brings family and friends together for gatherings,
parties and lots of food and goodies. Many times the food is not our
usual diet and the extra pounds pile on. With the added events, plus all
the extra cooking and baking, decorating and gift buying shopping trips,
our energy and stamina is usually depleted by the end of the day. Our
tiredness and added weight effects how we feel Emotionally---upset
with the weight gain and not enough time to get everything done.
The Christmas season brings out many other kinds of emotions for lots
of people. When people have losses of family members and friends,
sadness and grieving show up at the most unlikely moments, and tears
flow and affect our day. To alleviate or soften these emotions, show
some kindness to a shut-in or neighbor, volunteer for a needed cause at
church or in our community, give toys and donate to our local Basket
project. What a great way to lift our spirits and maybe someone else’s
also.
So often we overlook the Reason for the Season---the birth of our
Savior, Jesus. To keep the Spirit of the Season, keep your commitment
to your daily prayer and devotional time, attend the Advent Grow
Group and worship services during Advent, display the Nativity scene in
your home, invite someone to worship to hear the Choir’s Cantata and
the Christmas Eve service. To keep our spirits up this Christmas Season,
let’s do what the angels and a vast number of others did the night Jesus
was born by giving praise and glory to God.
“The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son,
and they will call Him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’”
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to
those with whom God is pleased.”

Teen Christmas Party
th

All 6 to 12th grade students are invited to join us.

Sunday, December 19th
5:00 to 7:30pm at the Teen Center
We will have games and a lesson lead by our
Student Leaders.
Please bring a white elephant gift (anything,
preferably not alive, and costs under $7). Extra gifts will be available to
use, so don’t let a gift keep you from attending!
Also, gift cards and other random prizes will be given away!

Game Night, Sunday, January 2nd
5:00 to 7:00pm at the main church
Nerf night? Zombie Break? Hunt for Hitler?
We will decide as we get closer and see how many
attend. Make sure you are signed up for our Remind
notification (see below).

Grow Teens
Sunday mornings, 9am to 10am At Teen Center
12/5 Student Leadership meet.
12/12 Lead worship for kids in Room 211
12/19 Regular meeting
12/26 and 01/02 No meeting!

What’s Happening in
Children’s Ministry?
Mark your calendar! December 26th is

Family Sunday!
Services will be more casual and geared toward the
whole family!
There will be no Growth Point or Children’s Church
that day.

Pick up your family advent calendar at the
Children’s Check-In desk today!
There will be NO GROWTH POINT or
CHILDREN’S CHURCH on December 19th, as
we will be having a Christmas cantata that day!

Toy Drive!
Thank you for all the toys you donated
in November! The last day to bring a
toy for the box is December 5th.
Merry Christmas!

Prayer Ministry
Debbie Hyman, Prayer Ministry Leader
Christmas! A month and a special day to
celebrate the most famous birth in all of
history. The miraculous birth of Jesus, our
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father and Prince of Peace.
Families gather to celebrate His birth with a
meal and the giving and receiving of gifts. We remember Jesus and
how His birth was announced by a special star in the heavens. We
remember the angels appearing to the shepherds, who watched over
the sacrificial lambs. Then the shepherds hurried to find the Savior in
Bethlehem. We remember the Magi who followed that star and found
Jesus and worshiped Him and gave gifts.
At this special time of year, as we pause to
remember the wonder of Christmas, let us
look beyond ourselves and hurry to reach out
to the lonely, to those who are sad or
grieving and to those who need to know the
hope of Jesus. We must reach beyond our
immediate families and share Jesus—the matchless, greatest gift of all
time, our own Sacrificial Lamb. He is our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father and Price of Peace. His gifts to us are His
counsel, His might, His peace and His everlasting presence at all times.
He came as a baby, to later become Salvation for the whole world. HE
is our gift.
Blood Pressure Check
WHEN: Sunday, December 5th 10—10:30a.m.
WHERE: In the Church office area.
WHY: God gave us a great gift with our healthy body.
Let’s take care of our gift by keeping our numbers in check. Please
keep your date with your Parish Nurse on that day!

November Food Pantry Item:
Macaroni and Cheese
Hunger knows no season. Your continuing,
generous donations ensure that there will
continue to be enough food for the families in our
community. All donations stay right here in Delphi.

Mobile Food Pantry
Wednesday, December 8th at 10:00AM
Delphi UMC is hosting this drive-through event,
open to anyone who may be in need of food.
You are free to access as many Mobile Food Pantries as you need
without penalizing your going to the local Food Pantry.
If anyone would like to volunteer to help with this, please call the
church office at 765/564-3791 or see Pastor Micah.
We could still use several more helpers!
Food Finders is asking that people do not arrive more than 30
minutes prior to the start time.

So that our church staff can spend some time with
family, the church and the office will be closed on
Monday, December 27, 2021
We will reopen on Tuesday, December 28th.
Please remember, any end of year giving must be received in the
office by December 30th or POSTMARKED by December 31st.

Winter Grow Groups
Jan. 9—Mar. 13 (10 weeks)
Sign up in the Rotunda for one of our Grow Groups!
9:00am
Grow In Scripture (GIS)
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University*— Keith Mears
*There will be a $59.99 cost for this class

10:30am
Between a Rock & a Good Place (GIS)—Jed Morehouse
The Battle Plan for Prayer—Sharon Brothers and Glenda LePage
Hearing our Father’s Voice (Women’s class)—Rachel Schalk
6:00pm
Epic of Eden: A study of the Old Testament—Todd Ladd

Caregiver Support Group
Saturday, March the 12th from 5:00 – 8:30 pm
for girls ages 3 – 18
Tickets will go on sale Sunday February 6th
There will be limited tickets available.
I just want to thank everyone who helped make
this year’s Trunk or Treat such a wonderful event
for our community. A huge thank you to all of
those who gave of their time to come out and
participate in this year’s event. We had 25 cars
and 4 games. Also a huge thank you to everyone who donated all the
candy for this event. What a blessing it was. We couldn’t have done
this event without the candy or the participants. Church, you did
awesome. We estimated that we had 800+ people attend. Thank you.

Thursday, December 9th
1:30-2:30PM
Come. Share. Learn. This group is open to
anyone, no matter where they are on the journey as a caregiver.
For questions, contact Sharon Brothers at dsbrothers@gmail.com.

WINTER GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER DISTRIBUTION
Thank you to all who ordered gift cards for this
fundraiser. We will keep you posted when cards arrive
and are ready for pick up.
If you have any questions, contact Pastor Ben Beeks at
bbeeks@delphiumc.org or Sarah Cross at scross@delphiumc.org.

