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Delphi United Methodist Church                                                     

August 2021 

 

Friday, August 13th 
4:30-7:30 PM 

 

More details inside 

DUMC @ The Park 
Sunday, August 29th at 10:30AM at the Abby & Libby 
Memorial Park for ONE COMBINED CHURCH SERVICE  

 

This will be an all-church gathering for everyone to be          
together and enjoy time spent as one church body!  

 

Come and enjoy outside worship, a picnic, and        
baptisms* at the creek. We will share the vision God 

has laid on our hearts to reach a new generation    
with the good news of Jesus. 

 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket and a side dish                
or dessert to share. 

Meat and drinks to be provided.   
 Baptisms* at Riley Park after lunch. 

 

*Interested in being baptized?                                                           
Contact the church office to speak with a pastor! 



Letters home  
 
Hi Mom and Dad, 
 
Wow! I can see the start of school just around the 
corner! Plus, I can see the Chicken BBQ, as well as 
the DUMC @ Libby and Abby Park family worship 
Sunday on August 29th.  We look forward to these 
events and appreciate all those who work so hard to 
make them go smoothly.  
 
Vision, however, is a longer-term view towards a preferred God directed 
future.  During the month of August, we will be all about vision:   
 The vision for developing groups that help us connect and grow.   
 A vision for a path that we can each follow in deepening our               

relationship with Jesus.   
 A vision for how the digital connection is a way for us to grow our    

ministries.   
 
Why are we talking about these new strategies?  Jesus calls us to love     
others, grow into His word, and reach the world.  We are developing plans 
to meet those in our community who are needing the care, love, and peace 
that is missing in the world.  Our plans are to help us reach those people 
who are in their late 20’s to early 40’s so they can have a lifetime heritage 
of following Jesus that does not exist now.  It is our prayer that, together, 
we can connect with one another and with our community so Jesus may be 
glorified. 
 
See you on Sundays in August. 

Peace 
 
Pastor Todd 

By the time you read this newsletter, we will have said, 
“Congratulations to Ben and Emily Beeks” on their recent nuptials.   

 

We will be hosting a reception for the happy couple here at       
Delphi UMC on Sunday, August 8th right after 2nd service.  The 
whole church is invited to attend to wish them congratulations.   

As I drive through our Carroll County roads, I see 
miles and miles of rich farmland. Many have corn 
and soybeans, with green as far as the eye can 
see. I  grew up a city girl, so I didn’t see a lot of 
farms, but moving to a rural community gave me 
new scenery. A scenery I now treasure.   
 
Our farmers do an amazing job of keeping the weeds out of the fields, 
but every now and then, a few stragglers creep in. Those stalks of last 
year’s corn or that icky weed stick out like a sore thumb in the bean 
fields. Thankfully, God is our Farmer. Our lives are like those fields. 
 
You ask how is that? Well….. 
First, the farmer prepares his field, by plowing and breaking the dirt 
up, getting ready to plant his seeds. God prepares our field (our mind 
and heart), getting rid of all the weeds (worry, hate, anxiety) that will 
hurt our crops (our lives).  
 
The farmer then plants strong, healthy seeds of corn, soybeans, wheat 
and more. God plants seeds of love, kindness, and peace, knowing 
that, in their time, the seeds will mature, grow and spread.  
 
The farmer covers his seeds with the dirt to protect and nurture them 
as they grow. God covers His field with His Word, allowing us to take 
in each word and grow in our faith with Him.  
 
The farmer prays that the rain will wash over his field and help the 
plants grow strong, until they are ready to harvest. God showers us 
with His hedge of protection, keeping those straggling weeds away. 
We soak up the Word, learning and spreading His love to others in our 
field and beyond, until the day comes that we are ready for harvest.  
 
The farmer harvests his crop, thankful for a bountiful harvest. When it 
is our time, God reaps His crop (us) and takes us home. We have 
learned and shared all we can, now it is time for that knowledge to be 
our legacy for the next generation.  What will your legacy be?  
           
            Ruth Miller 

Just a 
thought 



         Chicken BBQ is back!! 
                  Friday, August 13th,   
                       4:30-7:30PM 
           Ticket Costs: $9.50 Advance sale 
                        $10.00 At the door 

 

Tickets are available for purchase from any Wesley Weds Sunday School 
Class member, in the Rotunda Sunday morning, or in the office         

Monday through Thursday, 9:00AM-4:00PM.  
 

**If you would like to help with the Chicken BBQ, it would be greatly     
appreciated. This includes set up, cutting and packaging deserts, and 

tear down. If you are able to help in any way, please contact                
Janie Smith @ 765/412-1491. 

                  Calling All Cake Bakers 

YOU and your baking skills are needed to bake 
cakes for the Chicken BBQ! There is a sign up 
sheet in the Rotunda if you are willing to help  

 

We will have disposable 12 x 24 baking pans available for you to use 
and directions are included with the pan.  

 

Plan on bringing cakes to Room 211 on Thursday, Aug. 12th, between 
5:00-9:00PM or Friday, Aug. 13th between 9:00AM  and 12:00 Noon. 

Thank you for sharing your gift of baking.      
Any questions, please call Marilyn Barbour @765/412-8616.  

Chicken BBQ 

                                       Chicken BBQ with a purpose 
 

Have you wanted to invite your neighbor, friend, or colleague to church 
but haven’t found the right opportunity?  Here is your chance!  

We are offering you two FREE tickets if you would like to invite        
someone to the Chicken BBQ on Friday, August 13th.  This is a great 
event and it helps introduce them to the activities at Delphi UMC.   

Sign up for your two free tickets at the welcome 
desk on Sunday, August 1st or Sunday, August 8th.  

As a reminder, these tickets are to be used for 
your invited friends and you are encouraged to            

purchase your own tickets.  

 

2ND ANNUAL 2ND ANNUAL   

WORSHIPWORSHIP                                
IN THE IN THE   

PARKPARK 
Carroll County Worship NightCarroll County Worship Night 

August August 77thth  at at 6:306:30PMPM  at Flora Parkat Flora Park 

GROW WITH US! 
 

Church, as you know, we’ve spent the last two 
months learning how the Holy Spirit grows 

fruit in us. We now want to gather together in      
community to encourage one another as we 

bear that fruit.   
 

We have been working hard planning for the 
next chapter at DUMC, and we’re hoping you’ll 

jump on board with us.  We want to come      
together as a whole church and GROW!  

 

This fall, we’re launching GROW Groups! Now you might be thinking, 
“We’ve done this before,” but here’s how it’s different.  Each season 

you’ll have the opportunity to sign up for a new GROW Group that will 
last between 6-11 weeks.  These groups will meet on Sunday mornings 

during EACH service, so you’ll choose the service and GROW Group 
that best fits you for that season.  

 

These GROW Groups will cover a wide range of topics including        
marriage, parenting, prayer, finance, growing in scripture, and more!  

No matter your age or where you are in your faith journey, we           
encourage you to step outside of your comfort zone, try something 

new, and allow the holy spirit to grow you.  
 

Look for sign-ups in the Rotunda starting August 15th.   
 

Are you ready to GROW as a body of believers?   



Online Ministry Update 
Through the course of August, we’ll be 
focusing our sermon series around the 

new vision for the church and where we 
are heading next!  We are excited for the ways that we believe God is 
stirring a new thing in us, and we look  forward to sharing these next 

steps that God has placed in our hearts over the weeks ahead.   
 

A part of this visioning process is to reevaluate our online ministries, 
and to figure out how we can best reach new people who aren’t        
connecting with our church in person.  We know that, in order to 

make that happen, there are things that the tech team and Pastor Ben 
need to address to make our online presence the best that it can be.   

 

In order to make those adjustments, we have made the difficult       
decision to stop our live stream on Sunday mornings. 

 

We will continue to record the sermon each week and post it as  
quickly as possible in the week that follows.  We know there are still 

many of you connecting with us online, so please know that this is not 
the end.  We’re just hitting pause so that we can come back better 
than ever in September. Keep watching for updates on our online 

ministries in the weeks ahead! 

 August Food Pantry Item:  
Canned Soup 

 

Hunger knows no season. Your continuing, generous 
donations ensure that there will continue to be  

enough food for the  families in our  community.                                                                     
All donations stay right here in Delphi.  

Mobile Food Pantry   
Wednesday, August 11th at 10:00AM                   

& Friday, August 27th at 1:00PM                  
 

In conjunction with the Delphi Food Pantry and St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, we are having TWO drive through events (held in our parking 
lot) that are open to anyone in need of food. This does not penalize 

your trips to the local food pantry.  

In August, we’ll hear about a few kings from the 
Bible. Through their failures and successes, we’ll 
discover that when you make mistakes, God can 

help make things right; when you think you know 
best, be humble instead; when you’re not sure who 

to listen to, ask God for guidance; and when                 
obedience is difficult, follow Jesus.  

August 8th, Pool Party 
5:00pm to 7:00pm at Jeremy and        

Amy Duff’s house for all 6th                  
to 12th graders! 

Follow/sign up for our Remind app      
below to get address/details. 

Bring your own towel. 
 

Back to School Kickoff 
Sunday, August 22nd 

5pm to 7:30pm 
Parents are invited to the Teen Center at 
5pm for an Open House as we give plans 

for the school year.   
Special “Pirate” games and food from 

5:30pm to 7:30pm as we kickoff a new school year together. 
 

At the Kickoff (Info/Theme for school year!) 
A new theme verse will be presented for the year. 

T-shirts, with our new theme, will be available for purchase for $5 each. 
Message themes and event dates for the whole year will be available. 

Parents sign ups for snacks and chaperoning will be available. 
Student sign ups will be available for Student Leadership, Fall Mission 

Trip, and the Fish Fry Fundraiser. 
Information on Grow Teens on Sunday mornings at 9am starting soon. 

 
 
 



What’s Happening in  
Children’s  Ministry? 

After wrapping up our Farmer’s    
Market series, we’ll do some fun    
lessons to prepare us for the new 

school year!   
 

Memory Verse: “But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be given to you as 
well.” - Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 

 
FUN FOR ALL! August 29th is our 

DUMC at the Park service!  It will 
begin at 10:30 and it is a family 
friendly service with elements    

specifically designed for kids too!  
Afterwards there will be a carry-in 

lunch, time to play at the park,    
followed by baptisms at Riley Park!  

 

There will be no children’s church during 1st service on  
August 8th, as all children’s ministry volunteers are 
meeting in room 211 for our Back to School Huddle          

beginning at 9am!  

SAFE Training! 
For those volunteering with 

children and teens! 
 

Watch the refresher course 
online.  Go to delphiumc.org, 

click “Grow”, then “Kid’s      
Ministry”, scroll down to the 
bottom, and you’ll find the  

 4 step process. 
Thank you!  We appreciate you! 

We’re looking for          
volunteers to help lead 
the children’s choirs!   

All you need is a heart   
for kids and the music 

ministry! 
Contact Ashley at  

574-967-5604 

WANTED FOR BACK TO SCHOOL NEEDS:  
Spiral bound 70-sheet notebooks 

 
As part of our commitment to our local         
elementary school, we have pledged to        
donate 1,000 70-sheet wide rule spiral             

notebooks for the classrooms. We have a 
great start, thank you! 

 
Keep an eye out for the sales and help us collect notebooks. They may 
be any color—kids love variety. Feel free to purchase as many as you 

would like. Please be sure notebooks are wide ruled.  
 

Continue to bring the notebooks in and place them in the large grey 
tote in the Rotunda or stop by the office during regular hours, Monday

-Thursday 9AM-4PM.  

I would like to personally thank you for all the cards you 
sent for my 94th birthday. It was very overwhelming and 
they’re still coming in! They were greatly appreciated.   
 

   —Ken Green 

Blood Pressure Check 
 

WHEN :  Sunday, August 1st   10—10:30a.m. 
WHERE: In the Church office. 

WHY:  Don’t lose track of those numbers. 

Sacred Connections Women’s Retreat 
Saturday, October 2nd  

This is an ALL day event for ALL women and held                                  
right here at Delphi UMC!  

Cost is $10.00                                                                                               
Look for sign-ups to begin August 22nd  

More information to come! 



Congregational Care Ministry:                                                            
Caring for mind, body and spirit of all 

Connie Hughes, Parish Nurse 

Health Lesson for our Mind, Body, and Spirit: DISCIPLINE 
“No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening----
it’s painful!  But afterward, there will be a peaceful 
harvest of right living for those who are trained in 

this way.”  Hebrews 12:11  
This summer, our pastors have been teaching us 
about the “Fruit of the Spirit”----love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  As we look at each 
of these godly traits, we know it is going to take some consistent     
practice and discipline to incorporate them into our daily lives. Our     
individual lives, as well as the life of church, will gain great benefit and 
be healthier. 
Our minds must practice discipline to change our thinking about         
ourselves and others.  If we are negative thinkers, we need to change 
and become more like Jesus in thinking of others.  Always look for the 
good in people, remember those good qualities in them (and ourselves), 
and don’t dwell on the negatives or the past.                             
Our bodies, in order to stay healthy and able to serve Jesus, need to             
practice discipline as well.  We do this by our food choices and our 
movement (take walks, ride a bike, swim, help a neighbor or friend with 
a task, exercise with the kids, etc).  Idle bodies become stagnant, brittle 
and lonely. 
Our spirits also need to be disciplined. If not, they dry up and die to 
hearing God’s voice, fellowshipping with other believers, losing hope for 
a better life, praying empty prayers, no willingness to know and love 
God, lacking Bible knowledge, and growing in our faith.  The Holy Spirit 
is our source of empowering our desire to have a healthier spiritual life.   
Reading the Bible, being committed to a daily quiet time with God,  
praying about everything, practicing a grateful and thankful heart, and 
always relying on God’s promises are wonderful Christian disciplines.  
 

 “Then the way you live will always honor and please the Lord, 
and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit.  All the while, you 

will grow as you learn to know God better and better.” Col.1:10 

Prayer Ministry 
Debbie Hyman, Prayer Ministry Leader 

GRATITUDE    

 
Lately, the Lord has brought my mind 
around to the word gratitude over and 
over, but it’s always linked with the  
beauty of His creation along with         
precious memories. 
 

Ephesians 5:20 reminds us, “Always giving thanks to God the Father 
for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Colossians 4:2 “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful.”  
 
I have so many great memories of my “growing up” years. My parents 
were farmers and there were four of us kids. We didn’t have much 
money, but as children we didn’t know it because we had so many 
wonderful memories. Lots of those memories were centered on     
vacations. We tent camped in many different places, but the               
memories that are dearest to me are seeing the wonders of God’s 
creation in state parks, in seeing Mount Rushmore, walking mountain 
streams in the Smoky Mountains, swimming in Lake Superior, seeing 
the hot springs and geysers in Yellowstone Park, seeing bison and 
bears in the wild, and so much more just “outside our back door.”  
 
One great lasting memory is all the picnics we took. As we traveled in 
our car, mom always fixed a picnic. I didn’t learn until I was an adult 
that we always had picnics because there was no money for eating 
out. Today, my preference for eating out is a picnic. I am grateful for 
my memories, even the difficult ones. 
 
I ask myself, am I creating memories for my kids and grandkids? Am I 
a thankful person? Do I express gratitude? Do I devote myself to   
prayer? Do I give thanks to God the Father for everything, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ? Do You? 


